





hich 
ed to 
deed. 
agent 
abors 


n his 


ation 
ir MS» 
ion in 
ligent 
ouths 
> ina 
piety. 
f the 
“hese 

food 
Lining 
lents, 
apers 


n read 
yr zeG.- 





ig 


Pi 
¥ 
z 


No. 5. 


THE 


PANOPLIST, 


AND 





|\MISSIONARY HERALD. 


MARCH, 1818, Vor. XIV. 





———— 


REVIEW. 


CX. The Bible a code of Laws; a Sermon delivered in Park-Street church, 
Boston, Sefit. 3, 1817, at the ordination of Mr. Sereno Edwards Dwight, as 
pastor of that church, and of Messrs. Kiisha P. Swift, Ailen Graves, John 
‘Nichols, Levi Parsons, and Daniel 8. Butrick, as Missionaries to the heathen. 
By Lyman BEEcHER, A. M. Pastor of a church of Christ in Litchfield, 
Conn. Andover: Flagg & Gould. 1818. 


Tuts is not one of those middling discourses, which nobody either ad- 
inires, or condemns, and which pass without much handling, from the 
ress to the most quiet shelf of the subscriber’s book-case. Thousands 
will read it, but with very different emotions. It will be eulogized 
by some, and censured by others, While by the orthodox it will be 
regarded as an efficient auxiliary to the cause of truth and righteous-. 
ness, it can scarcely fail, we think, of being most “liberally” stigma- 
tized, in certain quarters, with the polite appellations of bigotry, rant, 
and sophistry. It is calculated, in our judgment, to produce some dis- 
quiet, even in ‘thigh places;” and though it may possibly be deemed 
impolitic, to betray any symptoms of alarm in the citadel, by opening 
a regular fire upon this new assailant, we shall expect to hear a shower 
of small shot, rattling like hailstones upon his armor; and to see a 
cloud of missiles, falling short of their aim. 

Mr. Beecher appears before the public, in the present discourse, 
under some disadvantages. His well known sermon upon duelling, 
that on the government of God, and some others, had earned for him 
a reputation, which it required a considerable effort to sustain. The 
public are apt to rise faster, in their demands upon an author, than the 
best directed application of an active and powerful mind can urge the 
possessor forward in the road of improvement. The man who only 
reaches a height, to which he had before attained, is almost sure of 
being placed, in the general estimation, considerably below it. More- 
over, to satisfy those who have never been over the ground, nor even 
taken a distant view of its rugged aspect, he must progress as fast, up 
the most laborious and slippery steeps of the bill, as he did on the plain 
below, 

It is no slight commendation, we think, that Mr. Beecher has, in 
the sermon before us, triumphed over these disadvantages. It will, we 
are confident, be placed hy a majority of vuices, considerably above 
the author’s other printed discourses. ‘There is more originality in 
the groundwork, a wider range of thought and of diction throughaut, 
more of « bone and muscle,” and compactness in almost every joint 
and member. It is characterized by more brilliant Hashes of genius— 


You. XIV, 19 
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contains bolder and higher strains of real eloquence, and surpasses q}} 
its predecessors, from the same pen, in closeness of reasoning and 
orm of demonstration. It is not akin to those lighi, thin, porous, 
«* board-measure” productions, which have length and breadth, more 
than enough; but no weight, or thickness. If it is long, it is also 
thick and solid. Very rarely, indeed, have we found so much matte; 
in a single discourse. It is evident that the author must have employ. 
ed much time and labor, in condensing his paragraphs. He is not, 
mere gilder, but a substantial dealer, in the precious metals. Jp. 
stead of aiming to make the most of his materials, by spreading a fey 
grains of gold over a wide surface, his object must have been, to pre. 
sent his customers with as many well-wrought, well-refined and solid 
masses, as he could find room for, in a given space. 

Whether this species of profusion, we had almost said of prodigality, 
in an author, is discreet, or not, may admit of a question. Certain 
it is, that very few men can afford it; and nobody has a right to de. 
mand, or expect if. The man whe invites his friends to an entertain. 
ment, ought to be generous. But there is such a thing as going too far, 
He may expend more upaa a single meal, than his finances will allow, 
By providing too great a variety of dishes, he may tempt his guests 
to take more than they can digest ;—thus injuring them, while he im- 
poverishes himself. 

In this.view, we apprehend, some will be apt to bring an objection 
against the sermon beture us. It contains matter cnough, for three, 
or four. We do not say, that under all the circumstances, Mr. Becch- 
er ought to have confined himself to fewer topics ; because there are 
exceptions to all gencral rules. That which would be wholly inadmis- 
sible in ordinary cases, nay be rendered, by time and place, perfectly 
proper. But this discourse can never be recommended, as a model 
for young preachers. It is much too long. It is also deficient in 
unity. It seems ambitious of accomplishing too much in aday. The 
building has too many stories ;—or if not, they are out of proportion. 
We behold a goodly tree ; but some of the branches are larger than 
the trunk. Or to speak without a figure, one of the inferences is con- 
siderably longer than the body of the sermon; and in several others, 
points are discussed, with admirable ability, indeed, which are much 
more difficult to settle, than the foundation itself. Now all this may 
have been proper, in the case before us, and we are aware, that the 
preacher might. if he chose, plead high authority, for constructing 
ordinary sermons on the same plan. But we feel a confidence, that he 
will make no such appeal; and we must be permitted to express a hope, 
that no authority will ever prevail against that «unity, which is the 
bond of perfectness.” We can, at present, however, only just touch 
upon this interesting topic. Perhaps we may find occasion to express 
our sentiments more fully hereafter. 

Mr. Beecher’s thinking and writing are both English. A hearty 
despiser of French tinsel, he enriches his pages, with the good, old, 
genuine Saxon currency. His eloquence is the eloquence of thought 
and feeling. Wide awake himself, he is not apt to let others sleep in 
his company. He lays hold of his subject, like a man, who feels that 
he has an important work before him, and who is determined, by 
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but never feeble. 
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God’s help, to accomplish it. His sentences are sometimes rugged, 


His style is more remarkable for strength, than elegance. He is 


" more distinguished by the boldness of his conceptions and the untiring 
energy of his language, than by the delicacy of his taste. 


He can, in- 


deed, file and polish with considerable skill, if he chooses; but he 
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finite. 
we hope to see “shorn” of ambiguity in the next edition. 


evidently prefers the sledge and anvil. 

After these general remarks, which have occupied more room than 
was at first intended, we shall not detain our readers long, with verbal, 
or other minute criticisms. ‘The word ‘annihilate,’ in its different 
furms, occurs, if we have counted right, no less than ten times. This 
appearance of partiality and favoritism in the author, will, we sus- 
pect, excite some little jealousy in the copious vocabulary of our lan- 
guage. More infallible,” p. 31, seems to be more than a legitimate 
comparative. It is like saying, more true, more supreme, ov more in- 
«‘ Sorrow of holy love, for sin,” p. 45, is a phrase, which 
Near the 


bottom of p. 6, “natural government,” as distinguished from moral, 


is defined to be, ‘direct, irresistible impulse.” Now the proper place 
for definitions, we take to be, not the end but the beginning of an ar- 
gument, or illustration. A definition in this case was necessary ; but 


it ought to have been given on the preceding page. 


Speaking of the alleged obscurity of the Bible, which is supposed 


»by some to excuse those who mistake its meaning, Mr. b.. forcibly 


remarks; * ‘This indeed is a kind hearted system in its aspect on man; 
put how tremendous its reaction upon the character of God.” If the 
first clause of this sentence is intended to be ironical, we do not exactly 
see how it coincides with thelast. If it is to be taken in its literal and 
obvious sense, we cannot subscribe to its correctness. ‘That, surely, 


cannot be a kind hearted system even in its aspect on man, which sets 


ut defiance his honest and most laborious efforts, to find out the true 
meaning of the Scriptures. 

We have always understood a mere speculative opinion, to be one, 
which has no influence either direct, or indirect upon a man’s prac- 
uce. Thus the opinion of one man may be, that the centre of our 
earth is solid rock, and another may believe, that It is composed of 
water. Neither of these opinions, whether true, or false, can have 
any practical influence, and hence we denominate them purely specu- 
lative. Attempts have been made, to give currency to a more “Jiber- 
al” definition. Opinions have been styled merely speculative, and 
therefore innocent, or wholly indifferent, which obviously tend to the 
utter subversion of the Gospel. No man can protest more earnestly 
asainst this dangerous abuse of language, than Mr. Beecher has done; 
aud yet he seems, p. 12, to afford it his sanction, by styling the 
opinion of the highway robber, that the purse which he demands of 
right belongs to him, a «speculative opinion.” The foot-pad has, we 
asree, just as good a right to denominate his opinion speculative, and 
therefore innocent, as he, who «says in his heart, no God,’ or, who be- 
lieves that Jesus Christ was a mere man. But the truth is, that no 


such right exists in either case; for all such opinions are highly prac- 


“cal; and in this view of the subject, we are confident, Mr. B. fully 
Coincides, 
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We have rarely, if ever, met witha more eloquent, impassioned anq 
triumphant appeal in behalf of the heathen, and in answer to certajy 
popular objections against missionary labor, than the following. 


“If the Gospel would be no blessing to them, it is none to us. _ If their supers. 
tions are as salutary to them in their moral influence, as the Gospel would be 
they would be as great a blessing to us, as the Gospel is. 

‘Make the exchange then, ye who profess such charity and philanthropy to. 
wards the heathen. Give them your Bibles, and pastors, and sabbaths, and re. 
ceive their idol gods, and brahmins, and religious rites. Demolish the temple; 
of Jehovah; and rear up to roll through your streets the car of Juggernaut, “be. 
smeared with blood of human sacrifice,” and covered with emblems of pollution, 

‘Put out the Sun of Righteousness, and bring back the darkness visible. Kindle up 
‘the fires, that shall consume annually, in a circumference of thirty miles, two 
hundred and seventy-five widows on the dead bodies of their husbands, and 
leave behind thousands ot children, doubly orphans. Welcome to your shores the 
religion, which shall teach your children, when you are sick, to lay you down by 
the cold river side to die ; and when their mothers shall shrink from the glowing 
flame, with their own hands to thrust them in. Welcome to your hearts a rej. 
gion, which shall teach you to entice your smiling children to the waves, and 
plunge them in, to attract by their cries the sympathy of strangers, or to perish 
and become the food of alligators. Welcome to your hearts a religion, which, 
it sin shall annoy, and the fear of punishment invade, will send you to drink of 
the waters that lave your shores, and wash in their flood, as your most effectual 
remedy. Fill your houses with Indian gods, cf brass, and wood, and stone ; and 
blow the trumpet of jubilee at your emancipation from the Gospel; and shou 
before your idols, *“Lhese be thy gods, O Israel!” ” pp. 48, 49. 


‘This is bringing the question, whether the blessings of the Gospel 
are worth possessing or not, home to every man’s family and bosom. 
{t is a kind of demonstration, which every serious and considerate per- 
son must feel. And yet, we own, we were somewhat surprised to 
meet with such an apostrophe, in the preacher’s address to the mission- 
aries, And though we can scarcely consent to part with it on any 
consideration, we are constrained to regard its introduction, in this 
place, as a species of poetic license, which has rarely if ever been 
sanctioned, by standard rhetorical authorities, 

We had intended to present our readers with a condensed analysis 
of this excellent discourse, but our limits forbid. Nor do we much 
regret it. So much pains has the author taken to condense his argu- 
ments and illustrations, that we could scarcely do him justice, with- 
out copying a great part of what he has written. This would be su- 
perfluous labor. We choose rather to send our readers to the book- 
sellers, and we can assure them, that fwenty-five cents will very rarely 
purchase so much good sense, original thought, real eloquence ant 
sound divinity as are contained in the sermon before us. 

We cannot however withhold the two following extracts. The first 
contains a masterly refutation of all that the Unitarians have alleged 
against believing in mysteries; and the other exhibits an animated 
contrast between the effects of the doctrines of grace and that kind 
of preaching which denies the entire depravity of mans and excludes 
the special agency of the Holy Spirit, from its cold and cheerless 
system. 


“If the Scriptures contain a system of Divine Laws then, in expounding their 
meaning, their supposed reasonableness or unreasonableness is not the rule o 
interpretation. 


Marcy, © 
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1818. Review of Mr. Beecher’s Sermon. 

“Jt is the opinion of some, that the Scriptures were not infallibly revealed in 
the beginning; and that they have since been modified by art and man’s device, 
until what is divine can be decided, only by an appeal to reason. What is reason- 
able on each page is to be received, and what is unreasonable is to be rejected. 
The obvious meaning of the text, according to the established rules of expound- 
ing other books, is not to be regarded ; but what is reasonable, what the text 
ought to say, is the rule of interpretation. Every passage must be tortured into a 
supposed conformity with reason; or, if too incorrigible to be thus accommodated, 
must be expunged as an interpolation. 

“Jt is admitted that without the aid of reason the Bible could not be known to 
be the will of God, and could not be understood. Reason is the faculty by which 
we perceive and weigh the evidence of its inspiration, and by which we perceive 
and expound its meaning. Reason is the judge of evidence, whether the Bible 
be the word of God; but that point decided, it is the judge of its meaning only 
according to the common rules of exposition. 

“Deciding whether a law be reasonable or not, and deciding what the law is, 
are things entirely distinct; and the process of mind in each case is equally dis- 
tinct;—the one is the business of the legislator, the other is the business of the 
judge. ; 

“In making laws, their adaptation to public utility, their expediency, and equi- 
ty, are the subjects of inquiry; and here the reasonableness or unreasonableness 
of a rule must decide whether it shall become a law or not. But when the Judge 
on the bench is to exfround this law, he has nothing todo with its policy, or 
utility, or justice. He may not look abroad to ascertain its adaptation to the 
public good, or admit evidence as to its effects. He is bound down rigidly to the 
duty of exposition. His eye is confined to the letter, and the obvious meaning of 
the terms, according to the usages of language. 

“gut what is meant by the terms reasunadle, and unreasonad/e, as the criteri- 
on of truth and falsehood? It cannot be what we should naturally expect God 
would do; for who, beforehand, would have expected, under the reign of infinite 
power, wisdom, and goodness, a world like this; a world full of sin and misery. 
It cannot be what is agreeable to our feelings or coincident with our wishes; for 
we are depraved; and the teelings of traitors may as well be the criterion of rec- 
titade concerning human governments, as the teelings of the human heart re- 
specting the divine. 

“The appropriate meaning of the term reasonaédle, in its application to the 
the Laws of God, !s the accordance of his laws and administration with what is 
proper for God to do, ia order to display his glory to Created minds, and secure 
from everlasting to everlasting the greatest amount of created good. 

“But who is competent, with finite mind and depraved heart, to test the reveal- 
el Laws and Administration of Jehovah by this rule? To decide upon this vast 
scale whether the doctrines and duties of the Bible, and the facts it discloses of 
divine administration are reasonable or not, the premises must be comprehended. 
God must be comprehended; the treasures of his power, the depths of his wis- 
dom, the infinity of his benevolence, his dominions must be comprehended; the 
greatest good must be Known, and the most appropriate means for its attainment. 
All his plans must be open and naked to the inspection of reason, the whole chain 
of causes and effects throughout the universe and through eternity, with the ef- 
fect of each alone, and of all combined. Reason must ascend the throne of God; 
and, from that high eminence, dart its vision through eternity, and pervade with 
steadfast view immensity, to decide whether the precepts, and doctrines, revealed 
in the Bible come in their proper place, and are wise and good in their connex- 
ion with the whole; whether they will best illustrate the glory of God and secure 
the greatest amount of created good in a Government which is to endure for ever. 
But is man competent to analyze such premises, to make such comparisons, to 
craw such conclusions? 

“If God has not revealed intelligibly and infallibly the laws of his gorernrwnt 
oelow; man cannot supply the detect. If holy men of old spake not asthe Holy 
Ghost gave them utterance, but as their own fallible understandings dictated; 
and if, since that time, the sacred page has been so corrupted, that exposition 
4ccording to the ordinary import of language rails to give the sense, then it can- 
not he disclosed; and the infidel is correct in his opinion that the light of nature 
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Marcu, 


is man’s only guide. The laws of God are lost, the Bible is gone irrecoverably 
until God himself shall give us a new edition, purified by his own scrutiny, ang 
stamped by his own infallibility. 

‘“‘Apply these maxims concerning the fallibility of revelation, and the rule of 
interpretation to the laws of this commonwealth. The wisdom of your ablest 
men has been concentrated in a code of laws: but these laws, though perfect in 
the conception of those who made them, were committed to writing by scribes 
incompetent to the duty of making an exact record, and the publication was en- 
trusted without superintendence to incompetent workmen, who by their blunders, 
honest indeed, but many and great, defaced and marred the volume ; to which 
add, that at each new edition every criminal in the state had access to the press 
and modified the types unwatched, to suit his sinister designs. What now is your 
civil code >—You have none.—The law is so blended with defect and corruption, 
that no principles of legal exposition will extricate the truth. What then shajl 
be done? Your wise men consult, andi come to the profound conclusion, that such 
parts only of the statute book as are reasonable, shall be received as law, that 
what is reasonable, each subject of the commonwealth, being a reasonable crea- 
ture, must decide for himself; that the judges, in the dispensation: of justice, 
shall first decide what the law ought to be, and thence what it is; and that such 
parts of the statute book, as by critical torture, cannot be conformed to these 
decisions, shall be expunged as the errata of the press, or the interpolation of 
fraud. And thus the book is purified, and every subject, and every judge is in- 
invested with complete legislative power. Every man makes the law for hin- 
self, and regulates the statute book by his own enactments. ’ 

“But is this the state of God’s government below ? Is the statute book of Je. 
hovah annihilated, and every man constituted his own lawgiver? The man who 
is Competent to decide, in this extended view, what is reasonable, and how, in 
relation to the interests of the universe, the Bibie ought to be understood, is com- 
petent without help from God to make a Bible. His intelligence is commensu- 
rate with that of Jehovah; and, but for deficiency of power, he might sit on the 
throne of the universe, and legislate and administer as weil as He. 

“The mariner who can rectify his disordered compass by his intuitive know! 
edge of the polar direction, need not first rectify his compass, and then obey its 
direction; he may throw it overboard, and without a luminary of heaven, amid 
storms, and waves, and darkness, may plough the ocean, guided only by the high 
within.” pp. 16—20. 


“But it is alleged by some, that they have experienced all that appertains to 
this change of heart, and know it to be vain. ‘That they may have experienced 
fear and trembling, such as the faith of devils inspires; and that these fears may 
have been succeeded by composure and joy, such as the hope of the hypocrite 
affords; may be admitted. But “what is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord?” 
What is the blade without root that withereth, to that which beareth fruit; the 
plant, which our heavenly Father has planted, to that which he taketh away be- 
cause it is unfruitful; the lamp without oil that goeth out, to that, which is re- 
plenished and shines with growing light to the perfect day? Is it incredible, that a 
heart, ‘‘deceitful above all things,” should be deceived; or that a heart, ‘“des- 
perately wicked,” should find no abiding pleasure in a religion, which it /r0- 


fessed, but did not feel? “They went out trom us, but they were not of us; for, 


if they had been of us, doubtless they would have continucd with us.” It is not 
a new thing to resist the Holy Ghost; nor animpossible, nor (we fear) a rare 
event, by stigmatizing the work of the Spirit, to commit a sin, which shail never 
be forgiven. May God grant that the lightness, with which some men treat their 
past convictions of sin, and fears of punishment, do not prove at last the too 
sure indications of that hardness of heart and blindness of mind, ta which, in his 
most tremendeus displeasure, the blasphemed Spirit gives up the iacorrigible 
si. @ fr. 
This moral change then, an indubitable fact, and indispensable to salvation,ss, 
according to the Scriptures, ‘accomplished by the power of God giving efficacy 
to truth.” Men are begotten again by the Gosfe/, born of incorruptible seed, 
which is the word ef God, and sanctified by the truth. These blessed opera 
tions of the Spirit are experienced sometimes in solitary iastances, like sing!¢ 
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drops of rain in a land of drought; and sometimes multitudes, almast cotempo- 
raneously, become the subject, first, of solicitude and conscious guilt, and after- 
wards of love, joy, and peace. 

“But it is also a matter of fact, and a tremendous fact it is, that, so far as these 
glorious displays of the renovating grace of God are accomplished by the instru- 
mentality of preaching, they are exclusively confined to the exhibitions of these 
doctrines, which we have enumerated as fundamental. Where these are faith- 
fully preached, the arm of the Lord is not a/ways revealed in revivals of religion; 
though few ministers, in that case, spend their days without cheering interposi- 
tions of divine grace giving seals to their ministry. But where the doctrines of 
the Trinity, the entire unholiness of man, the necessity of regeneration by special 
grace, of the atonement, justification by faith, and future eternal punishment are 
not preached, or are denounced and ridiculed, there the phenomena of revivals 
of religion never exist, and solitary instances of regeneration are comparatively 
unknown; and where they do exist, they are regarded as the effect of delusion, 
or as proofs of a disordered intellect, rather than as indications of a merciful, 
divine interposition. The fact is unquestionable; and the statement of it is not 
invidious, because it is a subject of exultation on the part of those unhappy min- 
isters, who discard’ the above doctrines, and whose people are the subjects of this 
melancholy exemption from the convincing and renewing operations of the Holy 
Spirit. In such places, the light does not even shine into darkness; but all is as 
the valley of the shadow of death. No jubilee trumpet is heard announcing a 
release from the bondage of corruption, and calling the slaves of sin into the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of Gog. Such places are not the hill of Zion, upon 
which descend the rain and the dew of heaven; but they are the mountains of 
Gilboa, upon which there is no rain, neither any dew. They are the valley of 
vision, in which the bones are very many and very dry, and no voice is heard pro- 
claiming, “O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord;” and no prayer is made, 
“Come, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” No voice 
announces a spiritual resurrection; and no influence from above beginsit. All is 
silent as the grave, and motionless as death.” pp. 33—35. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE REY. COTTON MATHER. 
Copied for the Panoplist, and continued from vol. xiii, p. 259. 


2. Good Devised. 1 DirECT my daughters to read considerably Mr. 
Vincent’s sermons to young women, and give me some account what 
they have met withal. I will also have my children provided with 
blank-books, whereinto they shall transcribe such passages as have in 
reading most affected them, and they shall show me their books every 
Lord’s-day evening. 

3. G. D. I would shortly give a visit unto each of my kindred in 
Charlestown, and therein discourse unto them such things as may be 
for their advantage. | 

4. G. D. 1 know not why I may not enter among my projections of 
services, the journey which I have this day befure me. Whenever I 
travel abroad it leaves precious impressions on the places where I 
come, and the Lord strangely smiles upon my geing out and my com- 
ing in. It may considerably serve the kingdom of God, for me now 
and then to go abroad. 

June 27. [rose in the middle of the night, and made a short sup- 
plication for a blessing on the services of the day ensuing, and also 
relating to the last article of the vigils lately mentioned: which is, I 
believe, obtained. in the morning I went unto Dedham, and enjoyed 
& mighty assistance from Heaven in the lecture which I preached 
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104 Extracts from the Diary of the Rev. Cotton Mather. Marcy, 


there: I returned home in the evening, and finished a journey full of 
comfortable circumstances. I chose to take in the chariot with me, a 
knight of my acquaintance, and employ all the most exquisite artifice 
of insinuating address, that I may gain him over to serious piety. [ 
think my discourses made, through the blessing of God, a great im- 
pression on him. 

5. G.D. Some further provision for the restraint of children that 
play on the Lord’s day, and particularly in the time of public service, 
must be promoted. 

6. G. D. ‘There are young men come from other countries now re- 
siding among us. heir friends beyond sea will be greatly comforted 
if they learn well of them; greatly obliged if any good be done for 
them. I wouk! single out some such persons for my special counsels 
and kindnesses. 

7.G D. When Tam called out of my study to speak with any one 
in my parlor, I would have such wishes as these going up te heaven, as 
I.am going down to them. Lord, prepare me for, and asstst in what- 
ever service may be now before me. Andif I am going to encounter 
any sorrow, let me be prepared for that also. 

1. G. D. Having finished my course of sermons, on the parable of 
the tares, [ would employ a few sermons that may durably subserve 
to all the intentions of the word ef God upon the minds of the flock. 
If the Lord will assist me te handle wisely the 7th, 8th,and 9th verses 
of the xixth Psalm, | may come at the whole flock in all the points 
wherein their edification is to be endeavored. My God, I ask thy 
assistance, 

2. GD. Iwill have my son Increase study the Greek regule vile, 
in* —— and also to turn them into Latin verse. And I will endea- 
vor to inculcate those maxims of piety upon him, and oblige him what 
I can to practise them. 

3. G. 2. It must now be more than ever (if that be possible,) my 
study to render the life of my aged father easy. 1 will every day 
visit him, with particular contrivances fur his ease, his peace, his joy, 
and his comfortable fruitfulness. 

4. G. D. I propose this week, if the glorious Lord will grant it, 
a journey to Salem; and as [ would there do good in as many ways as 
I can devise, I would particularly prepare, if I have time, a sermon 
for the people there, on Psalm Ixxvi, 2. «His tabernacle is in Salem,” 
and show Salem the methods of obtaining the happiness, that the glo- 
rious Lord may have his tabernacle there. 

5. G. D. I may do well te write unto Mr. Jameson, the Professor 
of History in the University of Glasgow, to undertake the history 
of the judgment of the Ante-Nicene fathers concerning the eternal 
deity of the Savior. Though he was blind from his infancy, yet he 
has a most prodigious insight into antiquity; and for a blind man to 
confute the presumptuous Arians of this age, will be a most illustrious 
triumph of truth over its adversaries. 

6.G. D. 1 am going this day to Salem; thither would I carry Bi- 
bles and other books of piety to be dispersed among the poor, and if ! 


* The word used here is illegible. 
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Extracts from the Diary of the Rev. Cotton Mather. 105 


1818. 
find any very singular objects of compassion, (which I will inguire af- 
ter,) L will do what I can for them. — bi Ab 

July 5. 1 went unto Salem and enjoyed a manifold smile of heaven 
in my journey, accompanied with two kind gentlemen of my 


-. G. D. find that the tolls of the bells for funerals do use to 


raise in me thoughts and prayers relating to my own mortality; yet 


they have not been so lively as they ought to have been. I would 


therefore improve and grow more vigorous in this exercise of piety. 


1.G. D. it may be of use to me in the service of God and of souls, 
very much to endear myself unto the children of my flock; their affec- 
tion tome may prepare them for receiving benefit by me. 1 would 
therefore invent the most winning ways of engaging them unto me. 

July 7. Lord’sday. L enjoyed a mighty presence of the glorious 
Lord with me at Salem, where | preached both parts of the day sucl 
things as, L hope, have left a deep and lasting impression on the audi- 
tory. I there also enjoyed the communion at the table of the Lord. 

9. G.D. Vhe children which L have with mein my calash to and 
from Salem will, in the journey, have opportunities for several instruc. 


' tions from me. 


3. G. D. But then the children of the family where [ lodge must bes 


- for the time, looked on as my own children, or as if related unto me. 


I do therefore bestow Bibles and other books of piety among them, 
and engage them with presents to the love of piety. 

July 9. LT returned, and neither I nor the gentlemen with me were 
able to mention so much as one disagreeable or inconvenient circum- 
stance that had befallen us in all our journey. It was filled with the 


' mercies of the Lord. 


4.G. D2. lLTobserve several places where things are out of order; 
and my assistance, particularly to bring forward the good settlement 
of a minister, will be of use untothem. I would endeavor to afford it 


_ inthe best manner [ can, particularly to Salem and Charlestown, 


5.G. D. LT would quicken some gentlemen who have acquainted 
themselves with the American plants, to communicate what they know 
ihereof, that there may be accessions made unto the general stock of 
knowledge and botanology, particularly cultivated in the world, and 
more done to relieve the miseries of mankind. 

6.G. D. Some in this place are at this time lying sick in very wo- 
ful circumstances of poverty. I must myself relieve them, and pro- 
cure also relief from others for them. 

7.G. D. By the disengenuous carriage of my unworthy and un- 
grateful people tewards me, I would be so far from overcome into a 
defective carriage towards them, that | would maintain the perfect re- 
verse of it. I would speak favorably and respectfully of them; I would 
Sive the most friendly visits unto them; I would relieve all their poor; 
t would most heartily rejoice in all points of prosperity wherewith 
God smiles upon any of them. I would not fail in any part of my 
pastoral duty, but abound in the work of Lord. 

I set apart the day for supplications on the usual occasions, and es- 
pecially, that I may be prepared for (if it may he, comfortable) tidings 

Von, XIY. 14 
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06 Fair Names a sfecious Cover for Evil Designs. 
, Ss 


from England. But my performances this way are so poor and mean, 
that they deserve indeed forever to be forgotten. 

1.G. D. What resolved yesterday suits well enough with the sy). 
ject assigned for this day. But I will add, I must fetch another pubji, 
stroke at that grand band of iniquity, evil company, wherein so many 
of our children are entangled, and do it with all the solemnity of a) 
entire discourse upon it. 

(Zo be continued.) 


For the Panoplist. 
FAIR NAMES A SPECIOUS COVER FOR EVIL DESIGNS. 


Were the beginnings of evil propensities in the soul always discerii. 
ble, and, could their effects be displayed at the commencement of thei 
operation. probably many who become tenants of the dungeon, ani 
candidates for the vengeance of the laws of their country, would have 
been restrained from leaping down the precipice which has fixed the seal 
to their ruin. The spectacle of guilt, when stripped of the gaudy 
drapery in which the sophistry of a deceitful heart has invested it, is 
so appalling, that could a perfectly unprejudiced mind be found, and 
vice without coloring be placed before it, one might also find an illus. 
tration of the sentiment, «that to be hated,’ the monster ‘needs but 
to be seen.” 

But in what obscure corner guarded from tue approach of sin can 
he discovered such a mind? Certainly no very circuitous course need 
be pursued to arrive at the conclusion that the human soul is not like 
«spure blank paper,” cqually susceptible of good and bad impressions, 
Vo the egregious falsehood of such a notion, the experience of every 
instructor, parent and guardian, is an unimpeachable witness. Nay, 
every man, who possesses but the smallest particle of self-knowledge, 
ean flatly contradict the assertion of the goodness of a heart whose 
imaginations are only evil continually. 

Among the numberless displays of perverseness which meet us at 
every corner, [shall here mention only one of those exhibitions of the 
fondness for wrong, which thrust themselves on our notice in so tangi- 
ble a shape as need not be mistaken. It is the application of pleasing 
names to detestable deeds. 

When men are engaged in that species of public murder, which un- 
der the cover of national law authorizes an unlimited extension of hu- 
man misery, and poets and orators are called from their retirements 
to blazon the fame of those employed in this sort of butchery, no enor- 
mity is too great to be dressed in the habiliments of virtue, provided it 
be committed against the common enemy. ‘That execrable doctrine, 
«sthat the end sanctifies the means,” seems in such instances to be fully 
adopted. Who does not know, that the proud names of hero, patriot. 
and benefactor of mankind, have, times without number, been lavished 
upon those, who, if stripped of the disguises they wear, would appeat 
little better than demons incarnate?) The practical inference drawn 
from such misapplication of epithets is very ready. ‘The thoughtless 
and the ambitions, seeing with what facility applause may thus be 
earned, immediately begin the work whence they may expect to gathe: 
such ainple measures of fame. 
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As in seasons of civil warfare one who attempts to reconnoitre the 


cnemy’s camp, especially if he penetrate their lines, assumes the uni- 


; form of his intended victims, so in the conflict between holiness and sin, 


“the votaries of the latter practise the same kind of deceit. Scarce 


‘any thing is of more frequent occurrence than mischievous designs 


cloaked under alluring professions. It is this wild discordance be- 
tween names and things, which renders a long experience in the com- 


merce of the world necessary to any one who would not be the dupe of 


artifice. But a wide difference exists between the degree of caution 
acquired in moral habits, and that learned in the ordinary transactions 
of business. In the latter, a few sufferings produce the salutary effect 
of increasing vigilance, as its exercise is demanded by the emergencies 
of life. In the former, one instance of deception serves so much %o 


prepare the way for another, that the only fair conclusion to be drawn 
“from the example of a man, who has been Caught in every snare which 
4 cunning has hitherto placed for him, is, that he will continue to seize 
the baits, thrown out by the emissaries of darkness; that the more fre- 
~quently he has been vanquished by the temptation, the smaller is the 
_ probability of his successful resistance. “.Y. 


z 


S For the Panoplist. 


LETTER TO A BROTHER, 


My dear Brother, 


a ae 


see tinltie | rie 


_ We not labor in vain, nor spend our strength for nought. 


_ The Psalmist has pronounced that man blest «who walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, and standeth not in the way of sinners, nor 
| Sitteth in the sc«t of the scornful; and the wise man says, “enter not 

into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.” A 
Wiser than Solomon, even he in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
Wisdom and knowledge, warus his disciples against a love of the world 


818. Letter to a Brother. 107. 


' Permrr me again to solicit your attention to the subject which occupied 
“iny last letter, and to urge upon you the necessity of comparing your 
faith and practice, not by the maxims of human wisdom, but by the in- 
fallible standard of Scripture testimony. In bringing all our thoughts, 
words, and actions to the inspection of that light which emanates from 
God himself, we hazard no mistake in the decision which may then be 
_ made concerning our own true characters; but this process must be 

commenced and continued in humble dependence on the enlightening 

influences of the Holy Spirit, which «searchceth all things, even the deep 

things of God.” You having before many witnesses professed an un- 
Pshaken faith in the Holy Scriptures, having in the view of God, of 

angels and of men, acknowledged them as worthy of all acceptation, 

and received them as the rejoicing of your heart, I have an undoubted 
‘right to anticipate a disposition in you to look to them, and them ouly, 
_ior the support of principles to regulate your life. T’o the law then let 
Us pass, and to the testimony, with a determination to renounce what- 
ever in faith or practice may be found inconsistent with the divine 
Word. And may the spirit of truth animate our endeavors while search- 
ing the inexhaustible treasury of the sacred volume; then indeed shall 
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108 On the Spiritual Observance of the Sabbath. 


or the things of the world, declaring explicitly, that whosoever woul) 


be his accepted disciple must deny himself, take up his cross and folloy 


him. The whole tenor of divine revelation is directed to a description 
of the wretched state of the wicked, both in this world and in the future, 
and in warning them to flee from the utter ruin which must inevitably 
overtake the impenitent sinner. Let me now, my friend, be indulged 
that liberty which the Gospel enjoins upen the followers of the Lamb, 
and ask whether your days have been passed with a view to adorn 
in all things the doctrine of God our Savior? or have you chosen for 
your associates the company of the «ungodly: Can you appeal to the 
heart-searching Judge, and say, «Lord, thou know est all things, thoy 
knowest that L love thee:’?? Have you this evidence within your own 
broast, that Christ hath been formed within you, the hope of glory? op 
hath the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, ex. 
cluded from your heart an affectionate attachment to Him, whom you yet 
publicly acknowledge as your «Lord and your God:” 

Remember, I pray you, that your example will produce in the moral 
and religious world incalculable evils, which you will eternally bewail 
as the cause of the wretchedness in that dreadful region to which the 
enemies of God will be banished, if you continue to walk **according to 
the course of this world.”” Many among us have, as well as yourself, a 
desire that those should be recognized as Christians, in whose life not 
a trait of the Christian character can be discovered; but on the con- 
trary, an insatiable thirst for worldly gratifications demonstrates their 
entire ignorance of the nature of that religion to which they would be 
thought so much attached. ‘This is an humiliating picture of the pres- 
ent state of the church, but none will dispute its correctness, who have 
‘loved the gates of Zion,” and whose hearts have been devoted to her 
interests. How often have they been filled with the keenest anguish, 
when perceiving so many around them having indeed a name, but en- 
tirely destitute of the power of Gospel grace. My dear friend, do, | 
heseech you, remember, that at the final day of righteous retribution 
your profession of love to the Savior will but serve to aggravate your 
condemnation, if in works you continue to deny him. Be entreated 
to forsake eyery evil and false way, to honor the name of the King of 
Zion by cleaving to him ‘with full purpose of heart,’? and may your 
sspecord be on high, and your witness in heaven,” that an advancement 
of his kingdom far and wide in the earth would indeed fill your soul 
with inexpressible joy. 

T remain your affectionate brother, J. T. C. 


From the Christian Observer. 
ON THE SPIRITVTAL OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 


Nexr to the invaluable possession of the holy Scriptures, the institu: 
tiou of the Sabbath is unquestionably one of the greatest blessings 
which we enjoy, and one for which we can never be sufficiently grate 
ful to God; and yet this high privilege, so suited to our numerovs 
wants and infirmities, is often, I fear, not only slighted and overlooked, 
but even grossly perverted by persons who cannot, in other respect: 
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1818. On the Spiritual Observance of the Sabbath. 109 


be classed with either the vicious or profane. Even among those who 
evidently wish to abstain from shewing any outward marks of contempt 
for a day thus set apart for the service of God, such strange inconsist- 
encies of conduct are frequently visible, that the Creator is dishonored 
instead of being’ glorified, by a performance devoid of that fervent love, 
gratitude, and devotion, which alone render it, in any degree, either a 
reasonable or an acceptable service. By many persons a regular 
attendance on public worship is considered the only thing needful, and 
as of sufficient intrinsic merit to atone for indulgence in listless inac- 
tivity, or perhaps positive dissipation, during the remaining hours of 
the day; as if the interests of this world and those of the next might 
thus be pleasantly, at least, if not profitably reconciled. 

Your learned correspondent T. S. having ably proved the obligation 
which lies on us to keep one day in seven holy, I shall not attempt to 
show the impiety of violating this important duty; but shall only advert 
to the effect which a conscientious regard to the Sabbath ought to have, 
in enabling us to bear the disappointments that may sometimes occur 
to diminish the pleasure we had anticipated in its observances. 

Impressed with the importance of religion, many individuals consci- 
entiously employ the whole of this sacred day either in public or private 
acts of devotion, repairing from the church to their closets with unde- 
viating punctuality. Now this habit is doubtless highly laudable, and 
likely to produce very beneficial effects in weaning our affections from 
earthly things, and fixing them where alone true joys are to be found, 
But to estimate the advantages that are derived from this or any other 
established system of spending the Sabbath, it is necessary to examine 





the temper and disposition manifested when unexpected circumstanceses |) 


arise to thwart our usual wishes and intentions. ‘The real benefit 
which our devotions produce on the heart is most apparent, when those 
every day little inconveniences assail us, from which no person how- 
ever retired, or season however important, can wholly claim exemption, 
A slight indisposition, the loss of something we prized above its real 
value, an unexpected interruption to our sacred retirement, the sickness 
or misfortune of a friend requiring the exercise of some of those valua- 
ble hours which every rightly disposed mind would wish to call exclu- 
sively its own, in order to dedicate them to those higher pursuits for 
which they were obviously designed; these and various other minor 
trials, which our respective situations in life abundantly supply, afford 
the best possible opportunities of evidencing the effect which our ob- 
servance of the Sabbath produces on our hearts and conduct. 

It not unfrequently happens that a day begun with spiritual joy and 
gratitude may close with anguish and disappointment; and we ought at 
all times, but especially on the Sabbath, to be prepared as much to bear 
with resignation the latter, as to indulge with holy delight the former. 
What are the feelings which involuntarily affect our hearts when we 
first behold the light of morning? If we have enjoyed any degree of 
repose, been preserved from the perils of darkness, and the attacks of 
disease, our Waking moments will, perhaps, be accompanied with irre- 
sistible emotions of heartfelt thankfulness; and the first words that 
escape our lips (unless we are completely choked with the cares and 
business of this world.) will be those of the warmest gratitude to the 
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110 On the Spiritual Observance of the Sabbath. 


Marcrr. 


Giver of all good. «My voice shalt thou hear betimes, O Lord, ear] 
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up,” 

If such be our sensations at the beginning of ordinary days, the 
morning of the Sabbath will surely excite emotions of a yet sublimer 
nature, and all our faculties will be quickened and invigorated by the 
contemplation of the spiritual blessings vouchsafed to us; our language 
will be, «Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me praise 
his holy name.” This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it.” How encouraging is the assurance of meet- 
ing our God in his house of prayer.” +*Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” How animat- 
ing the hope that he will listen to our praises and thanksgivings for 
past mercies, and our supplications for a continuance of his inestimable 
blessings! 

But after having enjoyed these high privileges in anticipation, ought 
we not constantly to bear in mind, that we have duties assigned to us 
by our heavenly Father on this, as well as on every other day, of 4 
very different nature from what our habits and inclinations would lead 
us to perform? Unwelcome opportunities may be afforded us for dis- 
playing the fruits of our faith, in cheerful submission to the will of God; 
and we may be called to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in a way 
we little anticipated or desired. A humble-minded Christian, im- 
mersed in spiritual contemplation, would perhaps be likely to disregard 
on this day the divine command of letting his «light shine before men” 
did not occasional unwished for events call those best affections into 
exercise, which so strikingly evidence the sanctifying effects of Chris- 
tianity on the heart and life of its converts. 

But setting aside these greater disappointments, any circumstance 
however trivial, that occurs to intrude upon that time which we had 
appropriated to higher pursuits, and to thwart our wishes for spiritual 
enjoyment, ought not to be viewed as a mere casual annoyance to be 
endured, but as a trial provided for us by unerring Wisdom, for calling 
into action those Christian graces so peculiarly pleasing in the sight ol 
God. ‘The most careful arrangements for retirement and privacy can- 
not always secure us from the interruption of those persons who count 
the Sabbath a weariness. Perhaps also the necessary instruction of 
servants or children, an attention to the spiritual wants of the poor, an 
arduous duty in a Sunday school, or other obligations of a similar 
kind, may be found occasionally to interfere with that abstracted devo- 
tion which we were desirous to indulge. Now though it is painful to 
have our feelings thus checked when we wished them to be most ardent, 
yet the real Christian will instantly perceive the hand of his Maker 
pointing out to him new duties, less pleasing, probably, at first view. 
but not on that account to be performed with reluctance. Instead ol 
showing a cold reserve of manner, and much less of displeasure, we 
ought to seize with avidity the opportunity thus afforded us of endeav- 
oring to advance the glory of God, and the saivation of our fellow 
creatures. ‘True humility will not, even on the most arduous occasions, 
suggest our inability to do so, but will teach us earnestly to pray for, 
and faithfully to rely upon, that strength which is made perfect in ow? 
weakness. 
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Ain Evening Reflection 


It should be the desire of every sincere Christian to evince the effects 
of real piety on the heart and affections, by bearing slight disappoint- 
ments With cheerfulness, and submitting to the heavier dispensations of 
Providence with patient resignation. The checks and interruptions 
which so often occur to embitter our Sabbaths upon earth, should lead 
us to long more intensely for that eternal rest which remaineth for the 
people of God in heaven; and the providences which sometimes detain 
us from the outward courts of the Most High, should endear to us the 
thought of that celestial temple whence we shall go out no more. 


ASEVIA. 


For the Panoplist. 
AN EVENING REFLECTION. 


A rew days ago, having travelled in one of the districts of the western 
country, night overtook me at a considerable distance from the place 
designed for repose, and as the season was very fine, being equally dis- 
tant from those extremes of heat and cold so usual in our climate, I 
availed myself of the weariness of my horse, and my unintentional de- 
lay in the neighborhood of a large mountain, to indulge in those feelings 
which seem to set us at a distance from the gay bustle of the world; and 
for which no local situation is more favorable than the solitude of a for- 
est, nor any time, than the silent hours of night. 

The evening was one of the richest in autumn. At such season, if 
the harvest fill with gladness the heart of the husbandman, the wither- 
ing complexion of nature should also remind him that life is on the 


- wane, that like the falling leaves of the grove, the beauties of youth 


and the strength of manhood will successively depart with the lapse of 
years; and asthe more luxuriant the foliage may have been, the more 
dreary is the forlorn aspect occasioned by its loss, so the more numerous 
have been the «blushing honers” heaped on him by a dying world, and the 
greater the opportunities they have presented of doing good, the more 


desolate will be the evening of a life spent in earning the rewards of a 


criminal ambition; an eventmg which gleams with frightful glare 
reflected from distant deeds of successful guilt. 

To the man in a foreign country, where the language, the manners 
and customs, powerfully abstracted his thoughts from his native land, 
and stole his affections from their legitimate objects in the circle of his 
family, how necessary would be some faithful monitors to recal to his 


mind the soil of his nativity, to intimate the just expectations that he 


should use an active diligence in the duties of his mission, stand aloof 
irom all objects foreign to his principal design, and having accomplish- 
ed it, to hasten his return. More needful are constant mementos te him 
who is secking that «better country.” the only proper home of the dis- 
ciple of Jesus. Yonder fleecy clouds, which a few minutes ago threat- 
ened to shroud the western horizon, now rapidly, but imperceptibly, 


dissolving, and about to disappear, remind me of the fugitive glories of 


4 world which incessantly hastens to decay, and ever bears in its bosom 


the seeds of dissolution. 


_, Does a falling leaf now and then drop near me? Thousands are fall- 
‘0g at this instant, which are unnoticed, because unseen. Thus my 
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Lyvccts of Distributing the Bible. 


Marcr 


fellow men drop unheeded to the grave, their exit producing no alarm, 
nor even catching the eye of the survivors, except that of a few so nea 
that it could not escape their notice. ‘These gaze a moment, but soon 
withdraw from the unwelcome spectacle, mingle with the crowd, shut 
their eyes on the opening grave, and seem determined to think of it no 
more, till their last trembling step from its margin introduce them ty 
that world. where thoughtless neglect and stupid insensibility can no 
longer be found. 

When I raise my eyes and receive a ray from these numberless 


worlds which sparkle in the expanse of the firmament, the sublimity of 


the scene very naturally leads me to meditate on the power and wis. 
dom of the Almighty Architect, who planned and built such a system, 
Contrasting these magnificent displays of his perfections with the 
careless indifference with which we behold them, what ample exhibi. 
tions of the divine mercy are presented when we recollect, that the 
Creator 





“still upholds a world 
So cloth’d with beauty for rebellious man.” 


None who are intimate with the duties of the closet need be told, 
how much more favorable to devotion are places of retirement than the 
crowded avenues of public resort, but solitude amid the wild scenery 
of nature possesses the double advantage of freedom from interruption, 
and of presenting to the mind strong inducements to praise our Maker 
for the goodness displayed in his works. If the darkness, which now 
increasing begins to obscure my path, warns me to expect also 
the darkness of death, the morning which I anticipate in regular sue- 
cession is not more certain, than the dawn of that day which will wit- 
ness the dissolution of nature, and introduce the Christian to a world 
needing neither sun nor moon to add to its lustre, but whose light flows 
from the presence of God. HESPERtS. 


EFFECTS OF DISTRIBUTING THE BIBLE. 

Extracis from the speech of the Rev. Thomas Gisborne, A.M. at tii 
fourth anniversary of the Westminsier Juciliary Bible Society, Mare 
28, 1817. 
~ $s ‘ 


“Tas real tendencies and effects of Bible Socicties, in various modes 
and directions. might be distinctly and advantageously illustrated. Mr. 
G. purposed, however, to advert to one view only of the subject; a vic% 
connected with the specific state of the times. ‘The country has re- 
cently been thrown into alarm, by the manifestation of a dangerousl) 
seditious spirit. The legisla(jure, conformably to its duty, as guardian 
of the public weal, has forthwith turned its attention to the discharge 
of its trust. Whatever difference of sentiment. as to the necessity 


this or that measure of prevention, may have displayed itself among 
individuals alike desirous to uphold our existing form of government— 
a difference wholly to be placed aside from contemplation in the pres 
ent assembl y—in one wish all willagree: that whatever is rightly de- 
mandet at the hand of law by the imperious urgency of the case, wha! 
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1818. Effects of Distributing the Bible. 115 
ver it may be that law, under that actual urgency, is really necessi- 
tated to do for the purpose of combining the preservation of our politi- 
cal constitution with the exercise of rational and constitutional free- 
dom, may be done; and that on any equitable measure, so required, 


’ God may bestow his blessing. But it is well to consider, what is the 
service Which law can render for the conservation of the public tran- 


uillity, of subsisting institutions, of forms of government. What is 
the nature, what is the amount, of that service? Law can terrify tur- 
bulence into sullen quietude. Law can produce for a season smooth 


 countenances, and unoffending hands. Law can overcome disaf- 


fection into seeming loyalty. Law can chase sedition into cor- 


r 


; 


ners, and suspend treason ona gibbet. Law, by wielding physi- 


cal force, can repel and subjugate physical force. Law can obtain 


i -3 


time for prejudice to subside, for error to be rectified, for popular ef- 


 fervescence to evaporate, for means of defence to be strengthened, 
for salutary fear to influence, for truth-and principle to operate. But 


law, as law, cannot alter prepossessions. Law, as law, cannot trans- 


form opinions. Law, as law, cannot captivate the affections. Law 


cannot reverse the character. Law cannot touch theheart. Law can 


curb; but it cannot persuade. Law can punish; but it cannot renovate. 


Where then is the resource? 'l’o transform opinions, to win the heart, 
to reverse the character, to expel wickedness and to implant virtue, to 
replace sedition by willing obedience, and disaffection by loyalty; you 


- must resort to arguments, and principles, and motives, and sanctions, 
potent enough to outweigh present prejudices, desires, passions, and 
 gratifications; and to press down into relative insignificance all the 
acquisitions, all the indulgences, all the sacrifices of this world, in com- 
parison with consequences in their approach certain, in their magni- 


tude immeasurable, in their duration eternal. Where are these argu- 
ments, these principles, these motives, these sanctions, to be found. 
‘They are to be found infallibly, they are to be found only, in that Vol- 
ume Which it is the object, the sole object, of Bible Societies to circulate. 
‘They are to be found in that Volume, which reveals a supreme Omni- 
potent and Omniscient Being; a God of holiness, of justice, and of 
love, seated on the throne of the universe: incessantly inspecting all 
things and all agents; working in the conscience of every man by his 


) Spirit; noting every action, and word, and thought of every man, and 
> reserving it for an appropriate sentence against that day, when, by 
the appointed Judge, our great Redeemer, actions, and words, and 


thoughts, shall be judged in righteousness. Here are the effective in- 
struments, here are the pledges, of human tranquillity, of human hap- 
piness, private and public. Here is the incontrovertible duty of giv- 
ing the warmest patronage, the most liberal aid, the most anxious and 
persevering encouragement, to Bible Societies universally. Bible So- 
cieties resemble, in the analogy of their moral influence, that great 
system of water-pipes, with all its ramifications, by which to every part 
of this immense metropolis is conveyed a pure and salubrious stream; 
washing away stains, removing every thing which might contaminate, 
and ready at every moment, and in every spot, to check and to ex. 
unguish the first sparks and rudiments of conflagration. 
voy lt is among the singularities, the happy singularities, of meetings 
“xe the present, that they not unfrequently attract within their wallg 
Vor. XLY. L5 : 
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114 Extract from the First annual Report of the Graham Society. Marcy | 
" a 


foreigners of eminence, whom business, or laudable curiosity, or even 
some higher motive, has led to this country from their native shore 
if such shouli now be the case—if it may allowably be supposed that 
a traveller of high distinction may be in this assembly—if from tig 
East such a stranger shall now be amongst us—if some island in the 
indian ocean shall have sent us one of her natives—if Java* shai) 
have sent across the ocean one of her chieftains, and he should be 4 
this very instant honoring the Society with his presence, I trust, said 
Mr. G. that the illustrious foreigner will find every favorable jy. 
pression concerning Great Britain, which he may previously haye 
cherished, strengthened by the spectacle which he has this day wit. 
nessed, J trust. that whenever he may return to his native isle, (and 
when, in consequence of having attained the objects which he seeks 
among us, he shall be solicitous to return, may Providence bless his 
voyage!) he will renember with continual joy, while he contemplates 
the splendor of his Indian sun, that he has beheid a western horizon 


eee Me GT VE NS eae Ses ee 
= 


: : : : . oS! 
glowing with orient beams; that to him a new luminary, the Sun of Fc! 
Righteousness, has arisen in the remote regions of the West. May he — 4 
reflect, that, although our atmosphere be loaded with fogs, and ow — % 

. . - 4 al 
skies be deformed by tempests, and the products of oar fields be dull J 


and unsightly, may he reflect that he has yet found in this land fruits 
worthy to be gathered: fruits which compensated for a heavy atmos. C 
phere, and for stormy skies, and for the loss of the perennial verdure 
of his primeval woods; fruits, genuine fruits, of that Tree, the very 
‘sleaves”? of which ‘sare for the healing of the nations.”” May he cast 
with overflowing gratitude, like the eastern sages of old, the spices 
and the gold and the pearls of his native isle at the fect of a Savior 
long unknown. May he receive from that Savior the “pearl of great Fv 
price.” the pearl of everlasting salvation. Going forward, like the 
Ethiopian convert from the desert of Gaza, “on his way rejoicing; 
may he make it the leading object, may he feel it the main delight, of 
his life, to spread abroad the knowledge of redemption, to diffuse far 


‘ , , s r 
and wide among his countrymen the light which he has collected here!” J, 
ea 
EXTRACT FROM THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GRAHAM eC 
SOCIETY, JAN. 27, 1818. ,! 
h 
We are requested to publish the following article from the Recorder. ah 
Tue first year having closed since the formativn of this society, it becomes the 7 : 
pleasing office of the Board of Directors to express to their friends and subsc:- J 
bers the motives which encourage them to proceed in their labor of love, and tic 7% : 
manner in which they have disposed of the sacred deposit committed to the: e 
charge. ‘The society consists of sixty eight members, whose annual subscrip- J 
tions amount to - - - - $113 2 ot 
Received from twenty-nine donors articles to the amount of G3 5 ; 
Sales of four black silk handkerchiefs - : - : 2 | : 
: a I 

Total of last year’s funds $209 9 

The beneficiaries of this society, thirty-two in number, have been : 

assisted to the amount of - - - - - 206 + 
Expenses for books, printing and stationary - - 21 
; ; poenngt 
Potal of last year’s expenditures $227 c 


¥ It had been intimated to Mr. G. by a friend, that a Javanese chicflain was then preée”’ 
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Most of these young men are in Phillips’ Academy, Andover, under the pat- 
ronage of the American Education Society, and have been recommended by 
eir Preceptor. 8 ad . 
pg noire. above the amount of last year’s subscriptions, eighteen dollars. 
It is confidently hoped that the object of this society need only be Known, to 


: excite in the breast of the Céristian frhilanthrofust fervent wishes, and corres- 


sondent efforts for its success. When we look abroad upon the different parts 
of our land, particularly the new settlements, and see the majority of the inhab- 


 jtants destitute of religious teachers—when we reflect that there are a large num - 


ber of promising young men who have entered ona public education for the 
ministry, and who, unless patronized by the public, must relinquish their object— 
when we consider also the unusual disposition manifesting itself in our land to 
receive the Gospel—we fondly believe that none who have felt the constraiuing 
influence of the love of Christ, or known by experience the value of the Gospel, 
will need additional motives to co-operate with us in this our humble attempt 
“to do good and communicate.” 

Your committee would embrace this opportunity to offer to their benefactors 
their grateful thanks, for the promptness and liberality with which tney have 
given of their abundance as the Lord hath blessed them. And while they gladly 


cherish the hope, that this society will continue to flourish under the auspices of 


Him to whom it owes its existence, they would remind its friends of the numer- 
ous applications for aid which their limited means will not allow them to furnish, 


and urge upon them the necessity of increasing their exertions ta obtain subscri- 


' bers, and augment its funds. 


Suscriptions and donations will be received by the Treasurer at No. 17, 
Cornhil. 


RUSSIAN UKASE, ADDRESSED TO THE LEGISLATIVE SYNOD AT MO9S- 
COW, BY ALEXANDER, EMPERVUR OF RUSSIA, DATED FROM MuS- 
COW, OCT, Qi 5 L8i7. 


When it is considered how rarely a man, once “‘drest in a little brief authority,” recognizes 
his allegiance to the Almighty, and how difficult it is for subjects to offer to their rulers the 
incense of praise, so fast as they are eager to receive it, we are agreeably surprised to meet 
an article like the following. 


“DuRING my late travels through the Provinces, I was obliged, to my no small 
regret, to listen to speeches pronounced by certain of the Clergy in differeng 
parts, which contained unbecoming praises of me—praises which cin only be 
ascribed unto God. And as I am convinced in the depth of my heart of the 
Christian truth, that every blessing floweth unto us through our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ alone, and that every man, be he whom he may, without Christ, is 


full only of evil, therefore tu aseribe unto me the glory of deeds, in which the 
' hand of God hati been so evidently manifested before the whole world, is to 


q er 


give unto me that glory which belongeth unto Almighty God alone. 

“T account it my duty, therefore, to forbid all suca unbecoming expressions of: 
praise, and recommend to the holy Synod to give instructions to allth: Diocesan 
Bishops, that they themselves, and the Clergy under them, may, on similar occa- 
sions, in future, refrain from ali such expressions of praise, so disagreeable to my 
ears; and that they render untothe Lord of hosts alone, thanksgivings for the 
blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for the out-pouring of his Grace upon all of 
us; Conforming themselves in this matter to the words of Sacred Writ, which 
requires us to render to the King eternal, immortal, invisivle, the oniy wise Gad, 
honor and glory for ever and ever. ALEXANDER.” 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


tn our last vol. pp. 180—183, are some documents respecting the erganization of the “Ameri- 
can Society for Colonizing the free people of color of the United States.’ With these are 
the Memorials of the Presideat and the Board of Manayers to Congress, the Rep r: of the 
Committee to whom the Memorial was referred, together with the joint resolution of both 
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116 American Colonization Society. 


houses of Congress, for abolishing the traffic in slaves, and in favor of the establishment ¢ 


@ colony 
The Society held its first anniversary on the first day of January, 1818. Our limits do not 


permit us to give the excellent address of the President, the report of the Secretary, nor 
several other addresses of distinguished members on the occasion. The officers chosen at 
that time were, the Hon. Bushrop Wasntneton, President, thirteen Vice Presidents jy 
various parts of the Union, twelve Managers. Exias B. Catpwett, Esq. Corresponding 
Secretary, Joan G. M’Donarp, Recording Secretary, and Daviv Eneuisn, T'reasyrey 
Messrs. Samuel J. Mills and Bbenezer Burgess, have been appointed agents of the Society t, 
explore some part of the west coast of Africa, for the purpose of ascertaining the most ¢}. 
ible situation for fixing a colony. We gladiv embrace the present opportunity to lay be. 
ere our readers the Commission to these gentlemen, on their appointment to this impy. 
tant and arduous mission, and the letter of Judge Washington to the Duke of Gloucester, 


Commission. To Samuel J. Mills and Ebenezer Burgess. 
GENTLEMEN—The Board of Managers of the American Society for colonizing 
the free people of color of the United States, have appointed you their agents og 
a mission to explore a part of the west coast of Africa, for the purpose of as. 
certaining the best situation which can be procured for colonizing the free people 
of color of the United States. You will act in conjunction as much as possible; 
but should you be separated to forward the objects of the mission, or by a dispen- 
sation of providence, you will act as if you had a separate commission, taking 
care, in case of acting separately, not to let your engagements interfere with 
each other. The situation to which you have been called, is one of great impor- 
tance and responsibility, and will require from you the greatest diligence, skill, 
and prudence, asthe success of the benevolent designs of the Society, may ina 
great measure depend upon your mission. Genera) instructions will be given 
with this commission, but very much must be left to your own discretion and pru- 
dence, on which the Board nlace the greatest reliance. The objects of the 
Society are of that enlarged benevolence, affecting, as they believe, not only the 
temporal and spiritual interests of thousands of our fellow creatures in this coun- 
try, but in Africa likewise; that they calculate upon the cordial aid and co-ope- 
ration of the philanthropist of every clime and country, whose assistance you 
may need in the prosecution of your design; and they are the more sanguine in 
their cclculations for this friendly support, from the attention which this class of 
the human family have received from the most distinguished individuals in Ev- 
rope, and particularly in Great Britain. But whilst we thus say, “be ye wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves,” and recommend you to the benevolent and 
feeling stranger, your principal reliance will be on Him, who has made of one 
blood all the nations of the earth, and in whose hands are the hearts of all the 
children of men, to turn them as He pleaseth; may he be your protector, and 
preserve you from “the arrow that flieth by day,” and ‘‘the pestilence that walk- 
eth in darkness,” and “the destruction that wasteth at noon day.” May tha 
“Savior who is to receive Egypt as a ransom, and Ethiopia and Seba to him- 
self”—who hath promised to ‘call his sons from far, and his daughters from the 
ends of the earth,”’ “make for youa way in the sea,” and ia “the wilderness,” 
and ‘‘a path in the mighty waters,” that all may issue to his honor and glory, 
and the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom. BUSHROD WASHINGTON, 
President of the American Colonization Society. 
E. B. CaLDWELL, Secretary. 


To his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, Patron and President of th: 
African Institution. 


I Have the honor to inform your royal highness that an association of a numbet 
of persons, residing in various parts of the United States, has been recently form- 
ed at the city of Washington, under the denomination of ““The American Soci- 
ety for colonizing the free people of color of the United States.”—The object 
this institution, indicated by its name, is to promote the colonizing of those pet 
sons, with their own consent. In the accomplishment of that object, it is neces 


sary to determine upon a proper country wherein to plant the proposed colony. 
Africa, and particularly the western coast of it, has with this view hitherto priv 
eipally engaged the attention of the Society; and, in order to acquire all the! 
formation which it may be material to possess, in fixing its judgment on that im- 
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ortant point, it has deputed to Europe and to Africa the bearers hereof, Samuel 
J. Mills and Ebenezer Burgess. ; 

Aware that the African Institution has been long occupied with schemes of 
benevolence connected with Africa, and the peopie and descendants of Africa, 
the American Society has directed me to address your Royal Highness, as the 
Patron and President of the African Institution, and respectfully to solicit any aid 
and assistance which it may be convenient to render to those deputies, in the bu- 
siness with which they are thus charged. These gentlemen will promptly af- 
ford any further explanations which your Royal Highness may require, relative 
to the nature and prospects of the American Society. 

I am sure that it would be quite unnecessary to trespass further upon the time 
of your Royal Highness, in expatiating and insisting upon the benefits which may 
result from the successful establishment of the contemplated colony, to the colo- 
nists themselves, to their descendants, and to Africa. Restored to the land of 
their fathers, and carrying with them a knowledge of our religion, of letters, and 
of the arts, may they not powerfully co-operate with the benevolent and en- 
lightened efforts of the African Institution, in the introduction into Africa of 
Christianity and civilization? If the exertions of the two Institutions are directed 
in channels somewhat different, they both have the same common character of 
humanity and benevolence—the same common aim of meliorating the condition 
of the race of Africa. From this affinity in object, the American Society cher- 
ishes the hope of friendly intercourse, and interchange of good offices with the 
African Institution. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your royal highness’s obedient 
servant, BuUSHROD WASHINGTON, 

President of the American Colonization Society. 


PROMOTION OF CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


Of the numerous benevolent institutions which display the brightest feature of the present, 
times, various have been the forms, and the objects to which their charity is applied are so 
greatly diversified, that none, who are disposed to contribute for such purposes, need urge 
as an objection that suitable channels are not open for the communication of their bounties. 
Without making invidious comparisons between the several beneficent societies of Ladies in 
this town and its neighborhood, we may remark, that it affords us unmingled pleasure to wit- 
ness the exertions in tavor of the long-neglected children of Abraham. ‘The following let- 
ter was received by the Treasurer of the Boare in Oct. last, and the money was transmitted 
to Bombay by the missionaries who sailed on the 5th of that month. For a report of this 
society the reader is referred to the last vol. of the Panoplist, p. 426. 


SiR, Boston, Oct. 2, 1817. 
AT a meeting of the Board of Managers of the Female Society of Boston and the 
Vicinity, for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, held yesterday, the follow- 
mg vote was passed, which, owing to the indisposition of our Corresponding Sec- 
retary, I am authorized to communicate to you. 

Voted, ‘That information having been obtained through the Panoplist of the 
last month, of a school’s being about to be established in Bombay for the educa- 
tion of Jewish childrenin the principles of the Christian religion, the sum of one 
hundred dollars be sent to Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Treasurer to the Board of For- 
eign Missions, with the request that he will forward the same, with the accom- 
panying letter, by the first safe opportunity, to the Rev. Messrs. Hal and New- 
ell, American Missionaries, resident at Bombay.” 

With respect, Aucusta T. WinTHROP, Rec. Sec. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON HAVING A CHARITY BOX AT THE MONTHLY CONCERT FOR 
PRAYER. 


AMonc the many ways of doing good, little periodical collection, for benevolent 
Purposes, must be enumerated. | 

rhe importance of the habit, which “teaches us to transfer our attentions 
rom our own gratifications to the wants of others,” is such as to demand the 
attention of every reflecting mind. 
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118 Philosophical Intelligence. —Improvement in Machinery. Marcx, 
Children will soon acquire something of self-denial, and discover pleasure jp 
the action which leads them to its exercise. What child has not felt for “Poop 
Babes in the Woed,” till, like Alfred, it would divide its lest loaf? Tell them of 
poor heathen children; describe their real condition, and their hearts will fee}, 
They will not hear, unmoved, of little children, (who ‘shad no home but where 
their mother was,”)* looking at the dogs and vultures coming to devour theiy 
arent. 
. I will not indulge myself further, Mr. Editor, but would merely observe, that 
enjoying the privilege of attending the monthly concert for prayer, I have long 
been hoping to see each one bringing an offering, however small, towards build. 
ing up Zion, 
The occasion is peculiarly interesting, and the minister who imtroduces 2 


charity box into such meetings, may implant a habit, may cherish a principle, 


which shall last when his labors on earth have ceased. ya 


PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


THE phenomena of the tides has lately engaged much attention in France, 
During the last century, no exact and consecutive observations appear to have 
been made, excepting those, conducted by order of the Academv of Sciences at 
Brest; a port favorably situated for the purpose, and in which the tides are 
considerable. In 1806 a new series of observations was commenced at that place, 
at the request of M. Laplace, and which are to be continued nineteen years, or 
an entire revolution of the nodes of the lunar orbit. One half of this period has 
now elapsed; and the resultof the experiment is, that the present heights of the 
tide surpass those from the old observations by one forty-fifth part; a portion of 
which difference may arise from the errors of the observations, and the rest from 
a gradual change in the action of the sun and moon, The action of the moon 
upon the ocean, compared with that of the sun, is nearly as three to one; but 
these observations seem to countenance the opinion, that this ratio has increased 
in the port of Brest, in a quantity equal to 0.1335 of the whole action of the moon. 
From his rectified calculations, M. Laplace concludes, that the mass of moon is 
equal to the 687th of that of the earth. He also calculates, by the lunar theory, 
the sun’s parallax at 8 min. 59 sec.; and M. Ferrer, from a new analysis of the 
observations of the transit of Venus, in 1769, comes tothe same conclusion. The 
former results of the observations on that transit proved that the parailax was 
neither below 8 min. 50 sec., nor above 8 min. 70 sec.; which left on the distance 
of the earth from the sun, and consequently on other distances in the solar sys- 
tem, an uncertainty of one eighty-seventh; or 9 min. 10 sec. about 800.000 leagues 
on the distance between the earth and the sun, which is considered as unity. 
Ch. Odbser. for Nov. 1817. 


IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINERY. 


THE greatest muscular effort which a laboring man can employ for a consider- 
able length of time, at the least physical expense, it is well known is in a pos- 
ture and action similar to that of rowing. In addition to this mode of action al- 
lowing the muscles their greatest mechanical advantage, the gravity of the body, 
which in a retatory motion, such as turning a winch, is, during one half the revo- 
lution, a drawback upon the exertions of te workman, is here of the greatest 
positive service. To render this power more generally useful for mechanical 
purposes, an apparatus has been contrived, called a converter, for changing te 
motion of two parallel lines into a rotatory movement. 

It is understood that this apparatus is to be employed at the cranes in the dock: 
vards, and when perfected, may doubtless be applied with advantage to all ma- 
chines that are worked with a revolving handle, or crank, or capstan bar, KC.5 
and besides giving great ease and power to the workman, will do much towards 
preventing those numerous accidents that occur by the running back of ordinary 
machines. 1B. 


* Buchdnan’s Christian Researches 
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‘818, Obituary....Rev. Ephraim Ward...Mrs. Lucretia Lairbank. 


OBITUARY. 


Dixy, at Brookfield, the Rev. Eraratm Wars, senior Pastor of the first church in that town, 
mn the 77th year of his age, and forty-seventh of his ministry. This venerable servant of Christ, 


in the various relations of society, and during a ministry unusually protracted, exhibited an , 


amiable example of Christian piety, and of ministerial fidelity, prudence, and usefulness. In 
his preaching he was evangelical, plain, and practicai; in his intercourse with society affable, 
affectionate, and sympathizing. w hile his great object from the sacred desk was to testify 
repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, his deportment and conver 
sation among his people were of a uniform tendency to conciliate their affections, and win them 
to obedience to the truth. Few ministers have lived so long, in such harmony and esteem with 
a people, or have been more useful and blessed in their labors, His amiable and obliging tem~- 
per, his benevolent and social feelings, his courteous manners, and catholie spirit, united with a 
rermarkable degree of forbearance, meekness, and candor, rendered him an agreeable companion 
and triend; and endeared him to a numerous acquaintance. In him his family have lost a most 
estimable partner, parent, and guide; his church and people an exemplary, prudent, and faith- 
ful pastor; religion a bright ornameut and support; ancLhis country a devoted and upright citi- 
zen. His death was tranguil and happy, full of Christian hope and consolation; a privileged 
and instructive scene to all beholders. 


Mrs. LucreTiaA FarrBank, was born at Holliston, Mass. July 25, 1775. Her parents were 
professors of religion and exemplary in their lives. They early instructed their children in the 
principles of religion, which were the means of forming lasting impressions on their minds, and 
of which their lives showed the utility. ‘he subject of this memoir was from childhood afilicted 
with various complaints, some of which continued during her life. 

At about ten years of age her religious impressions commenced. She saw herself a sinner 
exposed not only to temporal death, but to the wrath of an incensed God. Neither knowing 
what to do, nor where to go for relief, she was still too diffident and too proud to let her case be 
known. This state of mind with some interruption lasted nearly a year, but as she advanced in 
age these impressions wcre effaced. From this period, until she was about nineteen years old, 
nothing occurred very interesting to the Christian reader. Like other young people, she was 
generally thoughtless and inattentive to the momentous concerns of the soul. In this interval, 
however, there were seasons in which she bewailed her mis-spent life, and begged of God to ex- 
ercise his mercy. 

At the age above mentioned she began the work of school-keeping, and followed it for several 
years. In this empioyment she had more time for reflection, and a better opportunity to learn 
what was in man. She now clearly saw that the fallen nature ef Adam was somehow myste- 
riously communicated to his unhappy offspring, and that as soon as children were capable of 
moral action, they exhibited evidence of their descent from a sinful progeniior. ‘Tliese things, 
accompanied by the Spirit of God, led her again to examine her own condition. The result 
was a full conviction that she had not only a corrupt nature, but that she was a voluntary sin- 
ner; that she stood justly condemned by the holy law of God, and that no injustice would be 
done to her should he frown her from his presence forever. 

Thus this trembling sinner remained for months without hope, and sometimes in almost total 
lespair In this time she was favored with the faithful preaching and pious counsel of the late 
Rey. Timothy Dickenson, then minister of the place, who acted the part of a kind father and 
iriend toher. At length, the scales of unbelief began to fall from her eves. She new saw, that 
although she was a condemned criminal, still a ransom had been provided, and Jesus, for the 
rst time, appeared the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. Her weary soul, 
which had so long been confined in the prison of sin, was sei at liberty, and she found joy and 
peace in believing. Christ appeared a perfect, an Almighty Savior, and she was willing to rest 
ser eternal allupon his merits 

But this disciple of the Redeemer was not permitted long to enjoy this happy frame. Clouds 
and darkness again overshadowed her, doubts and fears increased, and she was on the po'nt of 
giving up all hope. Happily, however, this darkness was at length removed, and peace restored 
‘0 her troubled mind. For some months succeeding this she was tranquil, took delight in 
reading God’s word, and in waiting upon him in his sanetuary. 

At length the following text occurred to her mind, Rom. x, 10. “With the heart man be- 
eveth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” ‘This text,’ 
‘he observed, ‘whether applicable or inapplicable to my case, reminded me of my duty. I found 
that 1 dishonored the cause of my Master by neglecting to confess hia publicly. .L resolved, 
though unworthy, to make the attempt, thinking that if I staid away till 1 was worthy, I must 
‘tay away forever’ After a careful examination of the subject in rejation to her own case, she 
united with the congregational church in Holliston. 
_ At the age of twenty five she was married te the Rev. Drury Fairbank, pastor of the church 
a Plymouth, NH. On entering this relation she observed she “was destitute of every qual- 
ae fill the station with proyriety,” but, continued she, it my heart is right, t 
no _ God sometimes makes use vl the feeblest samt to accomplish his everlasting pure 
en n the vear that she removed to Plymouth, God was pleased to pour ait his Spirit 
ye that peopie and a eonsiderable number were ealled in. With this shower of divine grace 
— ~— much refreshed herself, and took a lively partin instrneting and counseling these whe 
vere Sovne down with the weight of their sins. Her advice to such ss this; not te 
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Obituary....dMrs. Lucretia Fairbank. 
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resist the Holy Spirit, but iramediately to make an unconditional surrender of themselves ,, 
God. She was careful not to encouvage them, so long as they continued to give no evidence o 
a work of divine grace on their hearts. It was her fixed opinion that persons under CONViction 
grew no better. This she had learned by experience; for she often remarked, that until 5). 
was reconciled to God_by faith in his Son, she became more and more opposed tohim. © — 

For several years after this her feeble health rendered lrer at times unable to attend to th. 
concerns of her family. Her disease, the nervous head-ache, often produced great confusion of 
thought, and sometimes almost suspended the exercise of reason. It also inclined her to mel. 
ancholy. The dark side of objects seemed turned towards her. When this was the case, he 
hope was gone, and the distresses of her mind exceeded those of her body. In these unhappy 
hours she would frequently wonder, why such a wretch was continued to cumber the ground, 
**Why does not God cut me off, and send me to my own place? Surely in so doing no injustice 
would be done. I deserve to die, for 1 have long ago forfeited my existence. But stop, I an 
doing wrong: This is the language of impenitence and unbelief. [tis all right. My conditio, 
is the best possible, all things considered, and I would not have it altered forthe world.” Suc, 
was the state of her mind, by intervals, for several years. At one season in an almost hopeless 
condition; then rejoicing in hope, her soul was fixed trusting in the Lord. Her experience ang 
trials may bring to our recollection the consoling thought, that, “‘whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every sou w#om he receiveth.” Mrs. Fairbank found that afflictions 
were salutary; that they served as purifying fire to separate the dross from the pure gold. 

For two or three years before her death, with more tranquillity of mind she enjoyed the 
comforts of religion in a higher degree. During this time she was actively engaged in promot. 
ing the cause of the Redeemer, both at home and abroad. Having been a member of the Cent 
Society from its first establishment, she had taken great pains to call the attention of females 
to the subject. It was acommon remark with her, that a cent a week was but a mite, and if 
we give it freely it may do incalculable good; but should it do no good, we shall have the satis. 
faction of discharging our duty. The foreign missionary cause, the establishment of lidian 
schools, domestic missions, the distribution of the Holy Scriptures gratuitiously, and the trans. 
tation of them into the various languages, together with the education of hopefully pious young 
men for the ministry, were objects which lay hear her heart. She was firmly persuaded, that 
the more Christians did to advance the cause of Zion in foreign lands, the more they would be 
disposed to do at home. The year preceding her death she established a monthly meeting of 
the sisters of the church for prayer and religious inquiry, and in her dying moments expressed 
her desire that it might be continued, and if it could be, that it might sgl be held at her house. 

Mrs. Fairbank was much engaged in behalf of the Institution at Plainfield. She thought that 
females might afford considerable aid to indigent students who might repair thither for an edu- 
cation. She did not wish to dictate, but it occurred to her mind that persons of her sex sight 
furnish considerable clothing without at all burdening themselves. She often remarked, that 
slie had once thought that learning for a minister was of but little use; but she had lived long enough 
to see through the fatal delusion. ‘‘What, must the mechanic, the physician, and the attorney, 
serve for a course of years before they can be permitted to officiate publicly, and ministers of 
the Gospel be suffered to go out and preach with little or no education at all? This is pervert: 
ing the order of things, and turning them upside down. No, let those designed for the minis- 
try be scribes well instructed into the kingdom, and let novices stay at home.” Such senti- 
ments often fell from her lips. Hence, itis no wonder why she was so anxious that pious stu- 
dents should have assistance, that they might be able hereafter to bring forth from the weas- 
ures of God’s word things new as well as old. 

This was a woman of prayer. She had her moments of retirement from the world, in which 
she could pour out her soul to God. As a wife she was tender, affectionate and faithful. lo 
domestic economy and the general direction of her household concerns, she was a pattern for her 
sex. Ever busy in something, her greatest fault was an over-anxiety for her family. This 
often led her to do more than her constitution could support, but even in this she appeared con- 
scicutious. Scaree ever eould she be persuaded that she had done too much. As a mother het 
affection, for her children was peculiarly ardent. She was ever trying to do something to pro- 
mote either their temporal or spiritual welfare. The truth of the text, “train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it,” appeared to be ever presen! 
to her mind. 

On the 26th of Jan. 1817, she was violently attacked with the lung fever; and notwithstand- 
ing the aid of medicine and the exertions of affectionate friends and neighbors, near the elose o 
the second day after she was taken no hope was left of herrecovery. At this time, though her 
pains were excruciating, and respiration very difficult, her mind resembled an unclouded sky: 
All appeared to be peace within. She now called her children around her, and gave each 
its turn a pavting blessing. She told them that they were sinners, and that they must in early 
life secure the favor of God. She reminded them ot her former instructions, and earnestly €2- 
treated them not to forget them. To her husband she said, “and you my husband, the partoet 
of my youth, go on in the work of the Lord, fight manfully the good fight of faith, and your 
reward shall be great in heaven.” 

After this she requested prayers. On being asked, what are your desires? she replied, “Thi! 
I may not be deceived; that I may have patience eo wait my appointed time; and that I maf 
have an easy passage into eternity.” After this, though perfectly rational, she said but little © 
account of |; 4 extreme debility. i 

The next morning when her departure was perceived to be near, her husband took het " 
the hand and said, ifall is wetl with you, give me some token. She answered, “It is well,— 
the conflict is over; death is disarmed of its terrors, and I am ready to go.” In at 
ruoments, without a strugele, she expired. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Aleph was reeeived some time since. The subject is not without interest, but the article 


~ yould require more labor in abridgment than its value would justify. 


M. N. shall have a place in our next. 
F. Z. has come to hand, and shall be attended to. 
A communication has reached us, containing a number ef questions on an interesting subject. 


* ‘The discussion of them was undoubtedly a good exercise on the occasion for whieh they were 


From the Missionary Register. 


HISTORIC VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. 


(Continued from fr.10.) 


CENTURY IV. 


HituHerTo Christianity had been established and propagated in the world, not 
only independently of all human contrivance and support, but in opposition to 
every species of worldly authority. During the long course of three hundred 
years, the church had been exposed to the malice and power of its numerous and 
formidable enemies. It had sustained the fiery trial of ten persecutions, and the 
various efforts which had been made to extinguish or depress it. But instead of 
sinking under the weight of these calamities, the numbers of the disciples were 
every Where multiplied, and the limits of Christianity were progressively enlarg- 
ed. Early, however, in the fourth century, a different scene began to be pre- 
sented. About the year 312, Constantine the Great, having defeated the tyrant 
Maxentius, granted to the Christians fall liberty to live according to their own 
institutions: and soon afterwards himself embraced the Christian religion. Vari- 
ous reasons might concur in producing this important event. ‘The Christians 
were, at this period, the most powerful, though not the most numerous party, 
Arnobius, (in Gentes, lib. i.) who wrote immediately before Coastantine’s acces 
sion to the imperial throne, speaks of the whole world as filled with the doctrine 
of Christ, of an innumerable body of Christians in distant provinces, and of their 
progressive increase in all countries. The evident tendency of Christianity to 
promote the stability of government, by enforcing the obedience of the people, and 
the general practice of virtue, doubtless, also, contributed to increase this favor- 
able impression on the mind of Constantine. And what is more to his honor, it 
is probable that, in process of time, he acquired more extensive views of the ex- 
cellence and importance of the Christian religion, and gradually arrived at an 
entire conviction of its divine origin. About the year 324, when in consequence 
of the defeat and death of Licinius, he remained sole lord of the Roman Einpire, 
Constantine openly avowed his opposition to paganism. From that period, he 
earnestly exhorted all his subjects to embrace the Gospel; and, at length, towards 
the close of his reign, zealously employed the resources of his genius, the author- 
ity of his laws, and the influence of his liberality to complete the destruction of 
the pagan superstitions, and to establish Christianity in every part of the empire. 

The sons of Constantine imitated the zeal of their father, as did all his succes- 
sors in this century, with the exception of the apostate Julian, whose insidious 
atiempts to restore the rites of paganism occasioned a short interruption to the 
triumphant progress of Christianity. These were, however, speedily counter- 
balanced by the renewed efforts of Jovian, and the succeeding emperors, to the 
time of Theodosius the Great (A. D. 379.) The activity and determination of this 
illustrious prince were exerted in the most effectual manner, in the extirpation of 
pagan idolatry and superstition, and in the establishment and advancement of 
Christianity; so that, towards the close of this century, the religion of the Gen- 
tiles seemed to be fast tending towards neglect and extinction.* The severe 


* The language of St. Jerome strongly conveys this idea. *Sotitudinem — et in urbe 
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edicts, and the violent means which were otherwise employed to effect this im. | 
portant purpose, must unquestionably be condemned. But it must be remem, | 


bered, that Christianity cannot be justly chargeable with the errors of its frieng, 
and that the wise and tolerant maxims which are now so generally acknowledge; 


were not then sufficiently known, or were erroneously deemed inapplicable to the | 
gross superstition of the Gentiles. But if such were the zeal of Constantine an | 


his successors in the cause of Christianity, we cannot be surprised at its succes. 
ful exteusion amongst many barbarous and uncivilized nations. 

During this century, the province of Armenia, which had probably been, jy, 
s0me measure, visited with the light of Christianity at its first rise, became com, 
pletely illuminated. ‘This change was chiefly produced by the labors of Gregory 
commonly called the Endightener. In Persia also, which is supposed to have co, 
tained many Christians even in the first and second centuries, the Gospel was 
during the present, more extensively propagated. 

Towards the middle of this century (A. D. 333,) Frumentius, an inhabitant of 
Exypt, carried the knowledge of Christianity to a people of Ethiopia, or Abys. 
sinia, whose capital was Auxumis. He baptised their king, together with sey. 
eral persons of the highest rank in his court; and returning into Egypt, was cop. 
secrated by St. Athanasius, the first bishop of that couitry where he afterwards 
preached with great success. The church thus founded in Abyssinia continues 
to this day, and still considers herself as a daughter of Alexandria. 

Christianity was introduced into the province of Iberia, between the Euxine 
and the Caspian Seas, now called Georgia, by means of a female captive, during 
the reign of Constantine, whose pious and, as it is asserted.* miraculous endovw- 
ments so deeply impressed the king anc queen, that they abandoned idolatry, and 
sent to Constantinople for proper persons to instruct them and their subjects in 
the Knowledge of the Christian religion. 

Soon after the death of Constantine, his son Constantius sent an embassy toa 
people called Homeritz, supposed to have been the ancient Sabzans, and the pos- 
terity of Abraham by Keturah, dwelling in Arabia Felix. One of the principal 
ambassadors was Theophilus, an Indian, who in his vouth had been sent as a hos 
tage to Constantine from the inhabitants of the Island Diu; and, settling at Rome, 
led a monastic life, and obtained great reputation for sanctity. By this mission- 
ary the Gospel was preached to the Homerite; the king and many of the people 
were converted, and Chnstianity was established in their country. After this, 
Theophilus went to Diu, and in his way passed through many regions of India 
where the Gospel was already received, and where he rectified some irregulari- 
ties in practice. Both Theophilus, however, and these Indian Christians, were 
Arians. (Jortin, vol. ii.) 

During the reign of the Emperor Vaiens, a large body of che Goths, who had 
remained attached to their ancient superstitions, notwithstanding the previous 
conversion ot some of their countrymen, were permitted by that prince to pass the 
Danube, and to inhabit Dacia, Mesia, and Thrace, on condition of living subject 
tothe Rowan laws, and of embracing Christianity. ‘Lhis condition was accord- 
wgiy accepted by their king Fritigem. The celebrated Ulphilas, bishop of those 
Gsuths who dwelt in Mesia, contributed greatly to their improvement, by érans- 
lating the four Gosfels into the Gothic language. : 

Notwitistanding the utmost efforts of the Christian bishops in the European 
provinces of the empire, great numbers of pagans still remained. In Gaul, how- 
ever, the labors of the venerable Martin of Tours were so successful in the de- 
struction of idolatry and superstition and the propagation of Christianity, that he 
justly acquired the honorable title of the Apostle of the Gauls. 

The :.uthority and the examples of Constantine and his imperial successors 
prope tended greatly to the progress of the Christian religion during this cen- 
tury. Butit is, at the same time, undeniable, that the indefatigadle zeal of the 
dishofis and other pious men, the sanctity of their lives, the intrinsic excellence of 
Christianity, the various translations of the Sacred Writings, and the super 
natural powers which, though greatly diminished, probably still existed, in some 


* By Rufiaus, and after him by Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret. See Jortin, Eccle. Re- 
ovairks, vol. il. 
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J measure, in the church, must be allowed to have most materially contributed to 
this extraordinary success.* 


CENTURY V. 


; At the beginning of the fifth century the Roman Empire was divided into two 


distinct sovereignties, under the dominion of Arcadius in the East, and of Honorius 


in the West. ‘lhe contusions and calamities which, about this period, attended 


‘the incursions of the Goths, the temporary possession of [taly by Odoacer, and 
‘the subsequent establishment of the kingdom of the Ostrogoths, were undoubtedly 


wrejudicial to the progress of Christianity. . 


"The zeal of the Christian Emperors, more especially of those who reigned in 
“the East, was, not withstanding, successfully exerted in extirpating the remains of 
“the Gentile superstitions; and the church continued daily to gain greund on the 


jdolatrous nations in the empire. In the East, the inhabitants of Mount Libanus 


rea 


gand Antilibanus were induced, by the persuasions of Simeon the Stylite, to em- 
brace the Christian religion. By his influence, also, it was introduced into a cer- 
tain district of the Arabians. 


_ About the middle of this century, the Indians on the coast of Malabar were 
converted to Christianity by the Syrian Mar Thomas, a Nestorian, who has been 


- confounded by the Portuguese with the Apostle St. Thomas.f Some ecclesiastical 


writers, indeed, place the arrival of this missionary in India during the seventh 
century. But it is, perhaps, more correct to refer this latter event to the con- 


firmation of the church already in a flourishing state, by the labors of two otlier 
Syrians, Mar-Sapor and Mar-Perosis, during that century.f ‘To these instances 


of the progress of Christianity in the East, may be added the conversion of a con- 
siderable aumber of Jews in the island of Crete, who had been previously deceiv- 
ed by the pretensions of the impostor Moses Credentius.—in the West, the Ger- 
man nations, who had destroyed phat division ot the empire, gradually embraced 
the religion of the conquered people. Some of them had been converted to the’ 


Christian faith before their incursioas upon the empire; and such, amongst oth- 
ers, was the case of the Goths. It is, however, uncertain at what time, and by- 
| whose labors, the Vandals, Sueves, and Alans were evangelized. The Burgundi- 


ans, who inhabited the banks of the Rhine, and who passed from thence into 


- Gaul, received the Gcspel, hoping to be preserved by its Divine Author from the 


ravages of the Huns. And, in general, these fierce and barbarous nations were 


- induced to embrace the Christian religion by the desire of living in greater secur- 


ity amidst a people who, for the most part, professed it; and trom a persuasion, 
that the doctrine of the majority must be the best. . 

It was on similar principles that Clovis, king of the Salii, a nation of the 
Franks, whose kingdom he founded in Gaul, became a convert to Christianity, 
after a battle with the Alemanni in the year 496, in which he had implored tle 


_ assistance of Christ. This prince, proving victorious, was baptised at Rheims by 
- Remigius, bishop of that city; and the example of the king was immediately fol- 


lowed by the baptisin of three thousand of his subjects. . it is scarcely necessary 
to observe, that there was probably but little of conviction or sincerity in either.— 
In Britain, Christianity was almost extinguished by the predatory incursions of 


_ "The author has expressed himself doubtfully on the subjeet of the continuance of miracu- 
ols pewers in the fourth century. For, although he can by no means assent to the opinions of 
those who maintain, that, at this period, miracles had entirely ceased—he has no hesitation in 
saying, that, after the second century, but especially after the zra of Constantine, the accounts 
of miracles, which are transmitted to us by ecclesiastical historians and others, must be received 
with caution; and the evidence, which they adduce to their support, be examined with care. 
Some of these accounts may be safeiy admitted to Le true, while many others must be entirely 
ryected. In general, it may be observed, that the cireumstanees attending these relations, 
aud the nature ef the objects in support of which miracles are stated to have been wrought, 
are sufficient to direct a discerning and impartial reader in his jadgment respecting them. This 
is the medium which is pursued by Mosheim, and by the learned author of the **Remarks oa 
Ecclesiastical Histo-y;”? neither of whom will be suspected of any tendency to enthusiasm. 

{ See Asiatic Researches, vol. vii. Aceount of the St. Thome-Christians on the Coast of Mal- 
abar, by F. Wiede, Esq. ‘ 
+ It is probable, however, either that the Christians on the coast of Malabar, pr some others 


in the peninsula, were converted at an earlier period than is here assigned: as ectlesiastical his- 


tory reports, that St. Bartholomew and Pantsznus preached there; and, that, at the council of 


Nice, in the year 325, a bishop fr India was amovgst tl ber whi ) 
menaiae 2 » & bishop from India 1 unovgst the number which composed tlret 
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the Scots and Picts, and, afterwards, by the persecutions of the Saxons. Ty, 
Christian faith was, however, planted in Ireland by Palladius, and after him } 

Succathus, an inhabitant of Scotland, whose name was changed to Patrick by 
Celestine the Roman Pontiff, from whom both these missions had proceeded. Thg 
latter of these pious and zealous preachers, who has been styled the Apostle of 
the irish, arrived in Ireland in the year 432, and was so successful in his labors, 
that great numbers of the barbarous natives were converted to Christianity; ang 
in the year472, he founded the archbishopric of Armagh. 

CENTURY VI. 

The sixth century was distinguished by some further advances of Christianity 
both inthe East and West. The bishops of Constantinople, under the influence 
aud protection of the Grecian emperors, succeeded in converting some barbaroy, 
nations, inhabiting the coast of the Euxine Sea, amongst whom were the Abasgi, 
whosecountry lay between the shores of that sea and Mount Caucasus. The Heruli, 
who dwelt beyond the Danube, the Alini, Lani, and Zani, together with othey 
uncivilized nations, whose precise situation Cannot now be accurately ascertained, 
were converted about the same time, during the reign of Justinian. Inthe Weg, 
Remigius, bishop of Rheims, was remarkably successful in Gaul, where the ex. 
ample of Clovis continued to be followed by great numbers of his subjects. 

In Britain, the progress of Chris:iamty was accelerated during this century 
several favorable circumstances. By the piousefforts of Bertha, wife of Ethelbert, 
king of Kent, one of the most considerable of the Saxon monarchs, the mind of the 
king became gradually well disposed towards the Christian religion. At this 
auspicious period, A. D. 596, the Roman Pontiff, Gregory the Great, sent into 
%ritain forty Benedictine monks, at the head of whom he placed Augustin, prior 
of the monastery of St. Andrew at Rime. In conjunction with the queen, this 
zealous missionary succeeded in converting Ethelbert, together witb the greater 
i of the inhabitants of Kent, and laid anew the foundations of the British 
church. 

In Scotland, the labors of Columban, an Irish monk, were attended with suc. 
cess; and in Germany, the Bohemians, the Thuringians, and the Boii, are said to 
have abandoned their ancient superstitions, and to have embraced the Christian 
religion. But thisisa fact, which is by no means undisputed. 

Italy about the middle of this century sustained an entire revolution, by the de- 
struction of the kingdom of the Ostrogeths under Narses, the general of Justinian, 
But the imperial authority was again overthrown two years afterwards by the 
Lombards, who, with several other German nations, issued from Pannonia, and 
erected a new kingdom at Ticinum. During several years, the Christians in Italy 
were severely persecuted by these new invaders; but, in the year 587, Authasis, 
the third monarch of the Lombards, embraced Christianity as professed by the 
Arians, and his successor Agilulf adopted the tenets of the Nicene Catholics. 

The cause, which principally contributed to the conversion of so many barbe- 
rous pations, Was unquestionably the authority of their frrinces, rather than the 
force of argument or conviction. This appears from the little effect which was 
produced by the change of their religion on the conduct of the barbarians. I 
must, indeed, be confessed, that the knowledge which they at first obtained of the 
doctrine of Christ was extremely superficial and imperfect. In some it may, 
perhaps, reasonably be presume, that the principles of « hristianity were more 
deeviy rooted, and were productive of salutary effects. But it is to be feared that 
the majority were Christians only in name. It should, however, at the same tune, 
be retnembered that even their slight acquaintance with our holy religion was 
productive of some beneficial change, and that a foundation was laid in their nom- 
inal subjection to Curisuanity for their gradual civilization and moral improvement. 

CENTURY VII. 

In the next century, Christianity was propagated with much zeal and succes 
by the Nesturians, who dwelt in Syria, Persia, and India, among the fierce and 
barbarous nations who lived in the remotest borders and deserts of Asia. By the 
labors of this sect, the knowledge of the Gospel was, about the year 637, extend: 
ed to the remote empire of China, the northern parts of which are said to hav? 
abounded with Christians before this century.* 


* In proof*of thie assertion, Mosheim and his learned translator refer te variens anther: 
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In the West, Augustin labored to enlarge the boundaries of the ehureh; «and by 
his efforts, and those of his brethren, the six Anglo Saxon kings, who had hitherto 
remained in their pagan state, were converted, and Christianity was at length 
universally embraced throughout Britain. Many of the British, Scotch, and 
Irish ecclesiastics travelled among the Batavian, Belgic, and German natiorts, and 
propagated Christianity among them. In these labors, Columban, an Irish monk, 


’ §t. Gal, one of his companions, St. Kilian, from Scotland, and the celebratecl Wil- 
~ Jebrod, an AngJo-Saxon, with eleven of his countrymen, particularly distinguished 
' themselves; Columban, among the Suevi, the Boii, the Franks, and other German 
. nations; St. Gal, among the Helvetii, in the neighborhood of the lakes of Zurich 
~ and Constance; St. Kilian, among the eastern Franks near Wurtsburg; ancl Wil- 


lebrod among the Frieslanders, great numbers of whom embraced the _Christian 
faith, in consequence of the pious exertions of these laborious missionaries. Wil- 
jebrod was ordained bishop of Wilfeburg, now Utrecht, by the Roman prelate, 
and labored in his diocese till his death; while his associates spread the light of 
divine truth through Westphalia and the neighboring countries. During this cen- 
tury, according to some authors, Bavaria received the Gospel, by the ministry of 
Robert, bishop of Worms. 

But amidst these numerous accessions to the Christian church in the West, a 
formidable enemy suddenly appeared in the East, by whose successful tyranny 
Christianity began to be depressed, and at length became totally extinguished in 
several of its most extensive provinces. This was the celebrated Arabian Impos- 
tor, Mohammed, who about the year 612, amidst the corruptions and dissentions 
of the Eastern church, undertook the bold project of subverting the Christian re- 
ligion and the Roman power; and who within the space of twenty years actually 
succeeded, by artifice and by the force of arms, in imposing both his doctrine and 
his authority on multitudes in Arabia and several adjacent countries. After the 
death of Mohammed, in the vear 632, his followers, animated by a spirit of fanat- 
ical zeal and fury, and assisted by the Nestorian Christians, extended their con- 
quests to Persia, Mesopotamia. Chaldeza, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and the whole 
extent of the northern coast of Africa, as far as the Atlantic Ocean. In the year 
714,* the Saracens crossed the sea which separates Spain from Africa, defeated 
the army of the Spanish Goths, overturned the empire of the Visigoths, and took 
possession of all the maritime coasts of Gaul, from the Pyrenian Mountains to the 
Rhone; whencethey made frequent incursions, and co.nmitted the mast destructive 
ravages in the neighboring countries. The rapid progress of these formidable in- 
vaders was, at length, checked by the celebrated Charles Martel, who gained a 
signal victory over them near Tours, in the year 732. During these destructive 
incursions of the Saracens, Christianity, in those countries which were the seat of 
their devastations, was necessarily obstructed in its pregress, and in some places 
it waseven altogether extirpated. ‘These, however, were not the only calamities 
which the church suffered during these disastrous times. About the middle of the 
eighth century, the Turks, the descendants of a tribe of Tartars, rushed from the 
inaccessible wilds of Mount Caucasus, overran Colchis, Iberia, and Albania, pur- 
sued their rapid course from thence into Armenia, and after having subdued the 
Saracens, turned their victorious arms against the Greeks; whom, in process of 
time, they reduced «under their dominion. During the last twenty years of this 
century, the provinces of Asia Minor, which had been the splendid scene of the 
frst Christian triumphs, were ravaged by the impious arms of the Caliphs, and 
the inhabitants oppressed in the most barbarous manner, 

CENTURY VIII. 

While, however, the success of the Mohammedan arms was thus subjecting se 
-arge a part of the Eastern Empire, and obscuring, as far as their influence ex- 
teuded, tue glory of the Christian church, the Nestorians of Chaldza carried the 
kath of the Gospel, sach as they professed, to the Scythians, or Tartars who were 
ated within the limits of Mount Imaus.f 
_ ta Europe, several unenlightened nations were, during the eighth century, 
orought to the knowledge of Christianity. —The Germans, who with the exception 


, To avoid breaking the thread of the narration, the Author has here pursued the history of 
the Saracenic Conquests through the following century. 


i This expression comprehends T'urkistan and Mongul, the Usbeck, Kalmuck, and Nagala 
Artary, which were peopled by the Bactrians, Sogdians, Gendari, Sace, and Massagetes. 
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of the Bavarians, the Fast Frieslanders, and a few other nations, had hitherto 
resisted every attempt to instruct them, were at length converted to the faith of 
Christ, by Winfred, an English Benedictine monk, and afterwards known by the 
mame of Boniface. By the indefatigable exertions of this celebrated - missionary 
the Christian religion was successfully propagated throughout Friesland, Hesse. 
Thuriggia, aud other districts of Germany. During the same period, Corbinian, 
a French Benedictine monk, labored assiduously among the Bavarians. Rumold. 
a native either of England or Ireland, travelted into Lower Germany and Brabant, 
and diffused the truths of Christianity in the neighborhood of Mechiin. Firmin, 
Gaul by birth, preached in Alsace, Bavaria, and Switzerland. Liefavyn, a Briton, 
labored with the most ardent zeal, though with but little success, to convert the 
Belgz and other neighboring nations; whilst Willebrod, and others, persevered 
tn the work which they had so happily begun in the preceding century. ‘To the 
account of the accessions to the Christian church during this century must finally 
be added the conversion of the Saxons, a numerous and formidable people, who 
inhabited a considerable part of Germany, and of the Huns in Pannonia, by the 
warlike zeal of Charlemegne. ‘The violent methods, which were used by this 
great prince for the accomplishment of his design, destroy both the merit and 
genuineness of his success, although the ultimate effect of it uudoubtedly tended 
to the propagation of Christianity. 

CENTURY IX. 

We are now advancing into those dark and superstitious ages, in which the light 
of Christianity could scarcely be distinguished, even in the countries which 
already nominally possessed it. About the middle, however, of the ninth century, 
Cyril and Methodius, two Greek monks, were the instruments of converting the 

cesiams, Bulgarians, and Chazari, to the Christian faith. Their labors were 
afterwards extended to the Bohemians and Moravians, at the request of the 
princes of those nations, who, with many of their subjects, submitted to the rite 
of baptism. 

About the year 867, under the reign of the Emperor Basilius, the Macedonian, 
the Sclavonians, Arentani, and others, inhabitants of Dalmatia, sent an embassy 
to Constantinople, declaring their resolution of submitting to the Grecian Empire, 
and of embracing the Christian religion; and requesting to be supplied with suita- 
ble teachers. Their request was granted, and those provinces were included 
within the pale of the church. 

The fierce and barbarous nation of the Russians, inhabitants of the Ukraine, 
embraced the Gospel under the reign of the same emperor. The observations, 
however, which were made at the close of the sixth century, respecting the nature 
of such conversions as have been just related, must constantly be borne in mind. 
In the case of numbers of individuals, the profession of Christianity was, no doubt, 
sincere; but as to the great body of the people, it was probably merely formal. 

In the course of this century, Christianity began to be preached in the frozen 
regions of Scandinavia,* and on the shores of the Baltic, which had hitherto been 
involved inthe crossest pagan darkness. In the year 826, Harold, king of Jut- 
Jand, being expelled from his dominions, implored the protection of the Emperor 
Lewis, the son and successor of Charlemagne. That prince promised him his 
assistance, on condition that he would embrace Christianity, and permit the min- 
isters of that religion to preach in his dominions. ‘lo this the Danish Prince con- 
sented. He was accordingly baptised, and returned to his own country, attended 
by two eminently pious e¢clesiastics, Auscarius, and Aubert, monks of Corbie. 
These venerable missionaries labored with remarkable success during two years, 
in converting the rude inhabitants of Cimbria and Jutland. On the deati of his 
companion, the zealous indefatigable Auscarius went into Sweden, A.J). 828; 
where his exertions were also crowned with success. After having been raised, 
in the year 831, to the Archbishopric of Hamburgh, and of the whole North, to 
which charge the superintendance of the church of Bremen was afterwards added, 
this admirable Christian missionary spent the remainder of his life in travelling 
frequently amongst the Danes, Cimbrians, and Swedes, to form new c!rurches, to 
confirm and establish those which had been already planted, and o.herwise to 
promote the cause of Christianity. He continued in the midst of these arduous 


* This term communly inludes the thrce kingdoms of Sweden, Denmark, aud Norway: 
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and dangerous enterprizes till his death in the year 865. Rembert, his successor 
in the superintendance of the church of Bremen, began, towards the close of this 
century, to preach to the inhabitants of Brandenburg, and made some progress 
towards their conversion. tea, 

Whilst these accessions to the Christian church were makeing in the north of 
Europe, the Saracens, who were already masters of nearly the whole of Asia, ex- 
tended their conquests to the extremities of India, and subjected the greatest part 
of Africa, as then known, to their dominion. Sardinia also, and Sicily, submitted 
to their yoke; and towards the conclusion of the century, they spread terror even 
to the very gates of Rome. These desolating incursions not only obstructed the 
propagation of Christianity, but produced in great numbers of Christians a deplor- 
able apostasy from the faith. 

The European Christians suffered almost equally from the ravages of the pa- 

an Normans from the coast of the Baltic; who not only infested the shores and 
islands of the German Ocean, but at length broke into Germany, Britain, Fries- 
jand, Gaul, Spain, and Italy, and forcibly seated themselves in various provinces 
of those kingdoms. By degrees, however, these savage invaders became civilized 
by their settlement among Christian nations, and were gradually persuaded to 
embrace the religion of the Gospel. 
( To be continued. ) 


THE WORLD DYING. 


Extract from the sfeech of the Rev. William Jowett, late Fellow of St. John's 
College, Cambridge, at a Missionary Meeting in England. 


I am not for precipitate connsels; but I would remind the meeting, that every 
moment we lose, the world is sinking beneath our feet. It has been calculated, 
estimating the population of the globe at a thousand millions, and allowing thirty 
years for the period of one generation, that in every moment of time, the soul of 
one human being passes intoeternity. How awakening this reflection! and could 
I conceive that it is my dearest friend, who is this moment expiring, what must 
be my feelings? And yet this alters not the consideration. I am bound to call 
every human being my neighbor, my friend, my brother. My Savior has taught 
me to do so. Whether he be the person that is within the reach of my arm, or 
the man that treads the antipodes of the earth, he is my neighbor. The place 
or manner of his death cannot change the question. Whether he be languishing 
in pain, without God and without hope, on the sultry deserts of Arabia; or 


breathing out his spirit in the holy raptures of the Christian death-bed, it is enough, 


for me to know that a kindred soul to mine is at this moment departing,—he is 
dying—he is dead! ere I can give utterance to the thought, another,—and anoth- 
er,—and another, is no more. O, could I call up the spirits of those, who have 
departed this life since the present assembly began its meeting; could they tell 
you the scenes that in the last few moments have burst upon their view; some, 
perhaps, unfolding a tale that would harrow up the soul; others animating us by 
aray of that joy, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive; how gladly would I leave to them the 
pleading of this cause! But they are dead;—they are gone down ito silence;— 
still there are millions yet alive, and other generations yet unbora. By that sol - 
emn voice, then, that speaks to our imagination from the graves of the departed; 
and by that awful account, which we must ere long give of our religious privi- 
leges at the judgment seat of Christ, we are adjured to add fresh vigor to our 
deliberations and exertions, in behalf of those millions that are now alive, and 
that are yet te live. 


THE REMEDY. 


Extract froma Missionary Sermon delivered in England. 


cue object of Missionary exertions assumes a far more important aspect, when 
€ consider man as universally fallen, polluted, guilty, and undone; and the Gos- 
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The. Motive te Exertion—The Missionary. Manrcr, 
pel as exhibiting the only method by which he can be restored to his pristine 
happiness, his long-lost purity, the favor of God, and his forfeited heaven, 

Is he guilty? It presents a sufficient Savior, an atoning sacrifice, a forgivin 
God. 1s he polluted? It opens up for him a fountain for sin and for uncleanness, 
Is he the victim of ignorance and error? Here then he receives the lessons of g 
heavenly prophet. The Spirit of God becomes his kind instructor, and the up. 
tutored savage is made wiser than the learned sage; wise unto salvation. Dogs 
he feel himself the subject of passions that lead him perpetually astray from, 
God? The same Spirit becomes the inmate of his bosom, to subdue his passion, 
to curb his lusts, to control the will and sanctify the nature which he has renew. 
ed. In every point of view the Gospel meets his case. Is he a sinner? It offerg 
pardon. Is he a debtor? It presents to him his discharge. Is he a captive? } 
gives him liberty. Is he a fallen heir of glory? It restores him to his throne, 
and constitutes him again a king and a priest unto God. Is he thirsty? It is g 
river of life. Is he weary? It is a sweet repose. Is he ignorant? It is a divine 
instructor. Is he diseased? It is immortal health and vigor to his soul. Is he 
dying? It is eternal life. 


THE MOTIVE TO EXERTION. 


Tue promise of God, says an animated preacher, is the proper motive to ex. 
ertion. Itis this motive which we hope will animate our fellow Christians 
throughout the land, till one voice of acclamation be heard from every quarter, 
to encourage the missionary in his pious efforts. No exertion wili, we trust, be 
wanting to send forth tie light and truth of the Savior to every land. It is true, 
these exertions may surprise or offend. An unusual light may disturb the slug 
gard, may detect the impostor, may alarm the heretic, may arouse the formal- 
ist, and displease the worldling; but are we therefore to stand idle? Shall we not 
use every enceavor to excite an interest, and to induce men to come forward in 
the cause ofa perishing world? Shall we not say to the adventurous missionary, 
Goforth in the name of your God;+stand on the walls of Jerusalem, and keep 
not silence till the church become a praise in the earth? We cannot, we dare not 
hold cur peace. We must not let it be our fault, that such a stupendous discov- 
ery, as that of God manifest in the flesh, should rest with ourselves. Whatever 
projects others may pursue or relinquish, whatever they may undertake or con- 
trive, whatever they may set up or pull down, it must be our business to hold 
up the torch of truth, to reach forth the word of life, to raise the ruins of the 
church, and count nothing done while so much remains to be achieved. The 
fame calculators, who would bid us be content with keeping our religion to our- 
selves, and warn us from interfering with the religion of other nations, must be 
told, that there is no rcligion but that of the cross of Christ. 


THE MISSIONARY. 


Lxtract from a sermon of the Rev. Melvilie Horne. 


AN opinion seems to prevail, that our meanest ministers are fittest fur Missiou- 
aries, and that our best and greatest are superior to the office. This opinion, I 
conceive, is as pregnant with mischief, as unfounded in truth. Surely we cao 
better spare one or two great men than millions of wretched heathens caa di 

ense with their services. An able General is worth half his army; an apostcli¢ 

ishop half his clergy. On great men the Almighty suspends, sometimes, the 
fate of churches and nations; and this is a crisis in the affairs of the world, whic! 
seems to call for the services of no common characters. ‘The meanest of ov! 


missionaries should be greatly good, to embark in a godlike work, on godlike 
motives. Great activity, industry, patience, fortitude, and perseverance, or" 
qualifications essential to the Missionary. Without these he can never succeet: 
Zeal, disinterestedness, talents, clocution, will not avail without their firm suppor 
Men thus diligent in the nobiest business cannot be mean men, nor shall they sta” 
before mean men. but before the princes of God’s people. Usefulness, peace, 
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onor will attend their steps. They are the men whom we want. They have 
he qualifications of Missionaries, though they should not have one splendid trait 


;n their characters. But to these veteran qualities which maintain the tug of 
- hattle, if we can accumulate on our missionary every endowment of nature, and 


every improvement of education, nothing will be superfluous. The master 


‘builders of the Sanctuary must be no common artists. “Bazaleel and Aholiab, in 
7 whose hearts is the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowl- 
‘edge; to know how to work all manner of work of the Sanctuary,” must build 
‘it. When on earth, the generous St. Paul could not brook to build on another 
" man’s foundation; or to boast of things made ready to his hand in another's 
jine of service. Could he be permitted to aid the labors of the church from 
‘heaven, what could we offer him but this deserted standard, and request him 
to lead us to Delhi, to Ispahan, and Mecca! 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


' Extract of a Letter from the Missionaries at Bombay to the Corresponding 


Secretary. 
Bombay, July 10, 1817. 
REV, AND DEAR SIR, 
Our last letter to you was of May 20th, and forwarded the next day by the Alex- 
ander, Capt. Neal. On the 31st of the same month arrived the Cicero, Capt. 
Edes. By this arrival we received yours of Dec. 18, 1816, also letters from Mr. 
Evarts, together with remittances, private letters, &c. The remittances will be 
particularly acknowledged in our communications to Mr. Evarts. 

It is a great encouragement to us in our work, to be so far furnished with the 
pecuniary means of prosecuting the various objects of our mission, and for them 
we would gladly express our gratitude, both to the Board and to the Christian 
public; at the same time soliciting a continued remembrance in their prayers, that 
we may be found the faithful stewards of our Lord and Master. 

We have nothing new tocommunicate at present. We enclose to you several 


_ papers, containing statements of our translating, printing, schools, preaching, &c. 


These will present a pretty full view of our missionary operations in their difterent 
departments, Though they will bring you no good tidings of heathen converted 
by the instrumentality of your mission here, yet we hope they will be satisfactory, 
and show sufficient encouragement for the vigorous prosecution™f this mission, 
until it shall please a sovereign God to bless it to the salvation of thousands of 
these heathens. 

With the expectation that four more missionaries would soon arrive in this 
country, and thinking it probable that they might land in Ceylon, we have for- 
warded a letter for them, in case they should arrive there. In that letter we 
have expressed our desire that two of them should immediately join us. 

About eight months ago, almost the whole of our medicine was stolen. Weare 
very frequently in want of medicine, either for ourselves, or for the poor sick 
around us. Medicine of a good quality can hardly be procured here, and when 
attainable, the price is most exorbitant. We therefore think it desirable that a 
small quantity should annually be sent out to us, if it can be sent direct to Bom- 
bay. We shall accordingly give in the margin a list of the articles which are the 
most necessary for us to have always by us. 

We do not expect soon to have another opportunity so favorable for writing to 
you, or for receiving communications from you as that afforded by the Cicero; but 
we may be sure of opportunities more or less favorable, and we hope that God 
will enabie us, by and by, to send you some more encouraging accounts of the use- 
fulness of our mission. For this we would strive together with you in our prayers 
to God, that his kingdom may come and his will be done, here and in all the earth, 
4s It 1S in heaven. 

_ With the sincerest feelings of affection and respect for the Board and for you, 
Rev, and dear Sir, we sulscribe ourselves, yours, ; 
G.Hart, S Newer, HH. Barpwatry:. 


Vor. XIV. 17 
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Marcu, 


Letier from the Missionaries in Ceylon to the Corresponding Secretary, 


District of Jaffna, Ceylon, June 2, 1817, 
REV. AND’ DEAR SIP, 

Tw our public journal of March, 1816, andin our letters and journals of Oct. ang 
Jan. following, directed to you and sent by way of Calcutta, we gave an account 
of our reception on this Island; the course of conduct we pursued previously to 
our fixing on this district as the field of our missionary labors; of our journey to 
this place, and'some account of our prospects of usefulness here. These letters 
and journals we trust you will have received before this reaches you. We are 
sure it will afford you much satisfaction to learn from them the merciful dealings 
of God towards us. We are again, in addressing you, permitted to speak of his 
uninterrupted mercy. With favor hath he compassed us as with a shield. 

Our prospects for schools are at present flattering. The brethren Richards and 
Meigs have not been- able to open a regular school at Batticotta; vet eight or ten 
promising boys attend at the house to be instructed in English. ‘They are encour- 
aged to hope, that as soon as they can prepare suitable places at their station, and 
in the adjoining parishes, they shall have nrany boys under their care. The 
brethren at Tillipally commenced a school on their first settlement there. About 
thirty boys were collected in a few weeks, who have been instructed in Tamu] 
and English. ‘Those who could read ‘Tamul have committed to memory many 
passages of the Sacred Scriptures, much of Watts’s catechism, translated into 
that language, and many pious hymns. ‘hey commit to memory with surprisin 
facility. Within afew weeks since the gathering of their harvest, the school has 
increased. Some boys who first attended have left the school, yet they have now. 
forty under their care. ‘They have opened a school at Mallagum, two miles dis- 
tant from Tillipally, the residence of D: Bast, Esq, He has been of essential ser- 
vice to our mission. ‘They expect soon to commence a school at Panditrepo, the 
adjoining parish west of Tillipally. We think it interesting to. remark, that the 
building for this purpose was erected by a man whose son-was recovered from a 
state of mental derangement, while under the care of the brethren. Many boys 
are by his influence engaged for the school. ‘The building at Mallagum, which we 
expect will soon Se completed, is erected by subscription, ‘Lhe expense is de- 
frayed: principally by the native inhabitants of that parish. These however are 
in the native style, and cost about 200 Spanish dollars each. The brethren at Til- 
lipally obtained-*permission from government to repair a part or all the old church 
buildings in.twoparishes near them, viz. Milette east, and Oodoville south of Til- 
lipally, for the accommodation of schools and the people who may assemble tc 
hear the word of God preached. ‘he buildings at these places are in a favora- 
ble state to be repaired, as those we now cccupy were when we took possession 
of them; and the situations as promising for missionary stations. 

We find much difficulty in procuring suitable instructors for our schools, partic- 
ularly those who are qualified to teach both English and Tamul; and such in- 
structors are necessary at our out stations, as all the bovs who attend our schools 
wish to learn English. ‘Phe wages of such teachers will be, we think, from three 
to eight Spanish dollars per month; commen ‘Tamul teachers less. ‘The natives 
have pfejudices against having their daughters instructed, either in their own, or 
the English language. We are happy to perceive that these prejudices are not so 
strong in the people round us as they were. Some now consent to have their 
daughters taught Tamul. ‘Their sons are generally taught to read, and write on 
the olla leaf, except those who belong to families of low cast, or are very poor. 
Such grow up as ignorant as the cattle in the fields. “Fhough we meet with many 
encouragements at present, we expect to be called to encounter many dbstacies 
in attempting to establish schools on an extended plan. Prejudices exist in the 
minds of some, against putting their sons under the instruction of Christian teach- 
crs. Many are at a loss to conjecture why we come so far to settle among them, 
as they have no idea that a person can be actuated by any motive superior to 
worldly interest. Some fear that we wish to entice their children from theircountry- 
We pray that our conduct may be such as to remove these fears from their minds. 
We are aware that we must contend with principalities and powers, and spiritual 
wickedness inhigh places. We know that the great adversary of souls will exert 
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all his force to prevent the spread of the Gospel among this people. May we have 
grace patiently and faithfully to use the appointed means, and look:to Ged to pour 
out his Spirit, break down the strong holds of Satan, and erect his hely kingdom 
in the hearts of this degraded people. 

Beside the difficulties above mentioned, others are in the way of our successful 
labors among the children and youth, which we can, in some degree at least, re- 
move. The rich are in general most strongly attached to heathenism, and least 
disposed to send their children to our schools; but the poor are inclined to send 
theirs to us for instruction. This isno cause of wonder or discouragement, when 
we recollect we are taught, both by precept and example from the word of God, 
to bok to the poor for the fruits of our labors. For not many rich, not many noble 
are called, but God hath chosen the poor of this world to be heirs of the kingdom 
which he has prepared for his chosen. But the poor cannot support their sons at 
school; they are obliged to send them out to beg their food, or earn it as they can 
findemployment. Many of them often have nothing to eat but the common fruits 
from the hedges, roots, and leaves, which they eat to satisfy the cravings of hun- 
ver. Many whohave some landed property, assure us that they cannot support 
their numerous families, and send their sons to school; though they wish to have 
them learn; and those whodo send, often detain their boys at home to assist in the 
labors of the field, and earn something for their support. ‘The consequence is, 
rheir studies are interrupted, and the religious impressions which may have been 
made on their minds are teo often effaced. ‘lhe same effect is, in a greater or less 
degree, produced by the children spending their evenings at home with their 
heathen parents and associates, and repeating heathen stories and songs. 

To counteract these evils, and enable the poor to attend school, are desirable 
objects, which can be obtained only by taking the boys to reside with us, and by 
giving them support. On inquiry, we are assured that many active boys 
may be found, whose parents will gladly put them under our care, if we will sup- 
portthem. The brethren at Tollipally have been solicited by parents to take their 
sons to live with them. They now give a small sum weekly to twelve boys, who 
could not attend their school without this assistance. They have occasionally 
civen clothes to those who were detained from school for the want of them. The 
evils above stated have induced them to give much attention to this subject, and 
they have ascertained that twelve Spanish dollars will support a boy a year, if a 
number are together. The Rev. C. David at Jaffnapatam, has a school on this 
plan supported by government; and one is also attached to the Tranquebar 
mission. 

One great object of these schools is to qualify natives to instruct. The good 
effects which must result from the establisament of schools on such a plan, by 
which the boys may be kept from the influence of heathen society, and be regularly 
employed in useful studies, are so desirable, that the brethren at Tillipally have 
determined to take ten or twelve of their most promising boys, who are anxious 
tobe entirely under their care, and keep them in a building which they erected 
in their garden for the accommodation of a school. ‘They will make a written 
agreement, in which the parents will engage not to take their sons from the school 
without permission, nor do any thing to entice them from it. ‘The brethren will 
engage to support, so léng as they have the means of doing it, and educate the 
voys, while they conduct with propriety and show a disposition to learn; and when 
properly educated, they will either employ them, or use their influence to pro- 

‘ure for them suitable employment. 

The importance of establishing such schools appears more.evident, when we 
consider the great need there is ot well qualified native teachers, and the superi- 
arity they will have over foreigners, particularly, if God should, as we would 
most devoutly pray, prepare them by his grace. Should the Board approve of 
eur supporting the boys we now take, and we teel assured ihey will, we trust we 
shall receive from them all the assistance that is necessary for the support of 
promising boys at each station; such as may, by the divine favor, become distin- 
guished blessings to multitudes who are now sitting in the region and shadow of 
death. If proper teachers could now be found, schools might be established and 
‘uperintended by us in many parishes. Are there not pious individuals, who wil! 
“heerfully contribute to the support of one or more boys? We trust the Chris- 

‘npubbe will not permit an obiect, so intimately connected with the success of 
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our mission, to fail for want of support. They feel as we do, that our success will 
be with the rising generation. We shall not, we trust, be disappointed in our be- 
lief, that the pious zeal and liberal charities of our sisters in the churches, so often 
manifested on similar occasions, will be called forth to aid in the support of this 
object. Small associations may be formed for the purpose of rescuing from the 
tyranny of Satan these unhappy youths, and bringing them to the light of the Gos. 
pel of the Prince of Peace. We hope their charities and prayers will, ere lone 
Cause many here to rise up and call them blessed. , 

Our attention has been much called to the sick around us. Many flocked to 
our doors for medical aid, as soon as they were informed that we had the means 
of assisting them. We have reason to hope that God will bless our attention to 
them for their spiritual, as well as temporal, good. It affords us an opportunity 
to recommend the Great Physician to many from different parts of the district, 
whom we should probably otherwise never see. We may converse with them iy 
the most favorable circumstances to leave a good impression on their minds. Our 
morning prayers are often attended by many who Come for medical aid, at which 
time we preach te them Jesus Christ. But we find that an attention to their wants 
subjects us to considerable expense, as many of the objects are wasting with hun- 
ger as well as disease, and some have no place in their sickness to shelter them 
from the weather. These circumstances induced the brethren at Tillipally to 
solicit assistance from their friends here. Through the active benevolence of the 
Rev. James S. Glenie: chaplain of this district, and J. N. Mooyart, Esq. magistrate 
of Jaffna, they collected enough to put upa building for an hospital, and furnished 
it with some accommodations for the destitute sick. ‘The Rev.J. Glenie gave the 
timber for the building, and circulated a subscription paper. Mr. Mooyart con- 
tributed very generously for the object, and other gentlemen were very friendly 
and also contributed. They now raise a small monthly subscription, but its con- 
tinuance is wholly uncertain, as the contributors belong either to the civil or mil- 
itary departments, and are liable to be removed to other stations. ‘he Rev. Mr, 
Glenie was a few weeks since removed to Point de Galle. We regret his de- 
parture, as he is a decided friend of missionaries, and feels deeply interested for 
the moral improvement of this people. Mr. Mooyart is also a valuable friend to 
us; he isan active, zealous Christian. Four persons have already been brought 
to the hospital with their‘limbs very badly broken, and many other bad surgical 
and medical cases. The pressure of business induced the brethren to take a small 
boy from a Dutch family, to assist brother Warren in taking Care of the sick, that 
his time might not be too much taken off from the study of the language, and other 
duties of the mission. The natives have no correct knowledge of surgery, and 
very little of medicine. We shall continue to assist these poor objects as tar as 
we can at beth our stations; and we hope the Board will give us a little assist- 
ance. We shall be obliged to took to them, from time to time, for the principal 
medicine which cannot be obtained here. 

We_ cannot Close our letter without expressing an earnest cesire, that more 
iiissionaries may be sent to assist usin this field already white for harvest. Four 
or six more may now be as profitably employed here as ourseives. 

We subscribe ourselves, your unworthy fellow labogers in the vineyard ol 
Christ. EDWARD “VARREN,  Beny. C. MEIGS, 

JAMFS RICHARDS, DANIEL Poor. 


JOURNAL OF THE REV. GORDON HALL, AT BOMBAY. 


‘It will be observed, that the following journal has been anticipated in the order of time, by 

" that of the united occupations of the Bombay Mission, which in our last number brought 
down the date to April, 1817. This narrative of the individual labors of Mr. Hall will, ve 
think, excite noless interest than those already given respecting the enployment of this very 
laborious mission. | 


Oct. 12,1816. Tuts afternoon, while on my tour among the natives, I found a 
young man and his wife’s mother engaged in a furious quarrel. ‘The occasion of 
the quarrel was this. The young man had requested that his wife might be sent 
to his house: I asked him the age of his wife, but this he could not tell me until 
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he had asked another person, who told him that her age wasseven years. But 
the mother of the girl refused to send the man his wife, unless he would first ex- 

end an hundred rufiees in a family entertainment. To this the husband object- 
ed, and about this they were contending. But after I came up they soon desisted, 
apparently ashamed of such a shametul contention. ‘T he Hindoos among them- 
celves are extremely quarrelsome and abusive, especially in their language, 
though they do not so frequently come to blows. ? have repeatedly come up to 
a company of ten, twenty, or thirty, who were engaged in violent contests, and 
even in assaults upon each other. In such cases, I have repeatedly desired them 
to listen toa few words. I then reminded them that the great God was looking 
upon them, that his command was, that they should love one another, that they 
should love and forgive their enemies, and render them good for evil; that if they 
would do this, God would forgive and love them; but if they would not do this, 
God would never forgive their sins, but punish them for ever, &c. Ihave been 
astonished to see the effect of such an address. ‘The bare rehearsal of some of 
the divine commands and precepts seemed to have an irresistibly appeasing 
power on their minds. In this way I have repeatedly seen a fierce contention 
apparently quite subside in five minutes. I never found cause to regret my inter- 
ference on any such occasion, but rather the reverse. 

13. Lord’s day. Soon after sunrise went to the Sonafoore, that is, the place 
where the natives either bury or burn their dead. At that early hour one human 
body had been brought for burning, and the carcass of cow for burial. This 
is the second time I have been present at the intermeut of this deified animal. 
The carcass is slung on poles by ropes and carefully carried on men’s shoulders. 
A hole not very deep is dug in the sand by the sea shore. <A large quantity of 
salt is then spread over the bottom of the grave, upon which the body ot the cow 
is deposited. The grave is then filled up with the sand, and the whole ceremony 
is conducted with at least as much solemnity and respect, as when a fellow-man is 
consigned to the grave. I improved the occasion as well as I could tn endeavoring 
to convince the people, that they ought to worship the great and eternal God, 
instead of such a dying brute, which to call God, apd worship as God, was the 
highest degree of sin and provocation. In the afternoon spoke to a considerable 
number ot people in different places, about the momentous concerns of their souls. 

14. This evening came to a place where I found an aged “Mussulman lec- 
turing some Hindoos on the unity of God. I asked him how this one God 
must be worshipped, and how he could be reconciled to sinners? He was not in- 
clined to say much, and I proceeded to address a large number of people who 
were soon assembled. I have spoken to the heathen in several other places. 

16. In my route this evening, I fell in with a compary of Gosawees, a class 
of religious mendicants, highly venerated by the Hindoos, but a most ignorant, 
arrogant, self-righteous, and in general, it is believed, a vicious set of people. 
The conversation of these people, like that of the Hindoos generally, turns nat- 
urally and almost exclusively, either upon religion or upon filling their bellies, as 
their expression is. “hough all the moral notions and sentiments of these heath- 
ens are sOgross and monstrous, yet their conversation habitually manifests such 
a remembrance and recognition of some superior power appointing and control- 
ing all the allotments and Vicissitudes of human life, as does most severely re- 
prove, and ought deeply to shame, that multitude of atheistic Christians, who 
will talk for hours, if not for weeks, about even more than the ordinary events 
of life, without the slightest acknowledgments of a divine Providence. Hence, 
it is usually very easy to enter upon religious conversation with the Hindoos. In 
the little company of Gosawees, just mentioned, was one of a distinguished de- 
meanor. Perceiving him to be a stranger, I asked him whence he came? for 
there is no danger of giving offence to the Hindoos by this kind of inquisitive- 
hess, to Which they are themselves much habituated. He replied, apparently 
Witt a consciousness of no small degree of superiority, that he was from Nushee, 
a place twenty or thirty miles distant on the continent, and that he was a Jotesh, 
that IS, an astronomer. I replied, that I felt gratified, and that I wished to ask 
Him some questions about the Jol/esh shasiers. “Will you tell me whether, ac- 
Coram to these shasters, the earth is a plane ora sphere?” After fully compre- 
eenamge the quesdon, he confessed that he knew nothing about it, thus preving 

as mucha novice and impostor, as nine teiths of those who prefe: 
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their claims to superior science, and as such do actually command respect among 
the ignorant multitude. It is a remarkable fact, and one which may ultimately 
be highly serviceable in pulling down the fabric of Hindoo superstition, that their 
religious books, held equally sacred, are directly at issue on several points in 
geography and astronomy. For instance, one class of their books declare the 
earth to be a plane, while their other books, with the same pretended supreme 
authority, as positively ceclare it to be a sphere. Thus obviously do they destroy 
the authority of each other. The conversation soon turned on their mythology, 
and one began to boast that he allowed of but one god, the god Mahadave, and 
that he worshipped no other. I asked him if Mahadave did not in a rage cut 
off one of Brumha’s five heads, and was he not consequently a sinner. “No,” 
was his reply, “for Brumha had perjured himself, and his head was cut off as 
his punishment.” Then you allow that Brumha, one of your greatest gods, 
was a smner? “Yes,” he replied, and manifestly with shame. But was not Ma- 
hadave severely cursed and punished for what he did? “Yes.” But can those 
who commit sin, and are cursed and punished for it, be the great, the sinless, the 
everlasting God? J enlarged, and finally told him that God had declared, that 
the wicked should be turned into hell, and that all, who did not in this life repent 
and obtain pardon from God, would certainly suffer’in that lake of fire for ever. 

The poor creature, though apparently convinced, would make no acknowl- 
edgment, but declared, that he would never worship any but Mahadave, and 
that if Mahadave weng to hell, he would gothere with him. After a word more 
of exhortation, I left ‘*¢m and proceeded to another place. 

17. Asl was walking in a populous part of the town, but a part where an 
European is scarcely ever seen, a money changer, a Hindoo, sitting upon his stal! 
in the angle of two public roads, politely made me a se/am, (obeisance) and 
invited me totakea seat near him. As he had seen me before, and knew what 
things I was in the habit of saying to the people, tlie conversation of course began 
on religious subjects. In the course of the conversation I repeated some of the 
commands against idolatry. He asked where such commands were. Are they 
written? I took a little book from my pocket, and read to him the commands in 
his own language. By this time there were about twenty persons collected. 
But, “How,” he asked, “and to whom were these given?”’ I then told him of the 
awful manner in which God gave the law from Mount Sinai. “But if God is ar 
invisible and immaterial being, how could he write the commands on tables of 
stone?’ When I remarked that nothing could be impossible or hard to him who 
created all things, he was not, or at least he pretended not to be, satisfied. 

The Hindoos seem universally to possess some dark, indescribable, and unin- 
telligible notion of a supreme, invincible, immaterial, abstract existence, or being, 
who is no more than a negation of all qualities. Hence, the people of all ranks 
ure perpetually objecting to the doctrine that God is a spirit, and saying that itis 
impossible for an immaterial being tocreate material objects, or to have any im- 
mediate control over them. Here they found their system of polytheism, and 
their god Brumha is installed as the creator of all things, Vishnu the preserver, 
and Shev, or Mahadave, the destroyer; all gods in human form. And on the 
same principle, as new emergencies arose in the imaginations of the bewildered 
idolaters, and larger claims for a greater variety of gods, they went on multiply- 
ing them, and assigning to them their respective functions, until they swelled the 
catalogue of their deities to the monstrous number of thirty-three millions. 

But to return to the stall of the money changer. As I was speaking of the 
ereat blessedness of those who love and serve the true God, one of the company 
replied, “But if you worship God, and if he so blesses his servants, how comes it 
to pass that you are travelling about through the mud on foot, and not riding 
« chariot? Give mea plenty uf money and a carriage to ride iv, that is what | 
want.” Itold him that God gave to his servants something better than money 
and chariots, peace of soul in tiis life, and afterwards an everlasting inheritance 
in heaven. In this life they are sometimes poor and afflicted, and sometimes they 
are rich and prosperous, as God pleases to appoint them, but hereafter they wiil 
all be alike, and completely happy in beaven forever, But that the wicked, 
though they might have abundauce of worldly riches and comforts, if they died 
an their sins, must ge away inte everlasting burnings. 
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18. Took a walk before breakfast, and came up toa large collection of people. 
A man’s wife had left him, and ran home to live with her mother. He had seized 
her bv the hair of her head, and was dragging her back. Three or four other 
females were striving against him in behalf of his wife. 

Quarrels of this kind are so frequent that they excite no surprise, the peopée 
assemble and laugh at it, as they do at any other piece of sport; and the parties, 
instead of making any secret of their shame, rather seek its publicity, and 
openly abuse each other with the most disgraceful language. I very seldom go 
among the people in the morning, and stil! more seldom do Ff find people at that 
hour of the day disengaged, and in a favorable situation for instruction. 

Nov. 21. The following is a literal translation of a passage in the sacred books 
of the Hindoos. a 

“The sin of killing one ram is equivalent to the sin of killing a cart load of in- 
sects; that of killing one bullock equals the slaughter of a hundred rams. The 
guilt of slaying a hundred bullocks equals the slaying of one cow. The sin of 
kiJling a hundred cows is equal to that of killing one brahmin; and know thou, 
that the great guilt of killing one woman equals the sin of killing a full hundred 
brahmins.” Herreeweejia, 2 chap. 

Yo attach guilt to the killing of animals, is, perhaps, inseparably connected 
with the doctrine of transmigration. As the Hindoo believes in this doctrine, he 
knows not but that the beasts, birds, and the reptiles, which he sees, are ani- 
mated by the souls of his deceased ancestors; for he suppeses that every man,, 
according as his sins may be, is liable as a punishment, to be doomec to pass, by 
a series of births, through more or less of the grades of animal beings, 8,400,000, 
which number embraces all the varieties of living creatures in the world. 
Hence, in the opinion of the Hindoo, every living creature becomes inviolabie and 
cannot be innocently destroyed. 

But the degree of guilt attached to the killing of a woman, as stated in the 
passage above quoted, is very extraordinary, it being made equal to that of kili- 
ing a hundred brahmins; for among the Hindoos the females are in great degra- 
dation, and treated as incomparably inferior tothe men. I asked our fundit, 
how the guilt of killing a woman could be a hundred fold greater than that of 
killing a brahmin, since they considered the former as so much inferior to the 
latter? He confessed himself unable to give an explanation, but said he would 
think of it, and make inquiry. After a month’s delay he could give no better an- 
swer than this. ‘tA certain god committed a great crime, and his guilt was im- 
puted to women, trees, mountains, fire and water. Hence. guiit and curses at- 
tach to females which do not attach to males. Therefore, whosoever, without 
cause, kills a female, the superior guilt of the female is imputed to the murder- 
er.” He seemed evidently ashamed of his explanation, and unable to offer any 
setter one. 

(Zo be continued.) 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSION AT JAFFNAPATAM, CEYLON, 


(Continued from fiage 82.) 


January 1, 1817. RECEIVED a letter from the Hon. and Rev. T. J. Twistleton 
containing the melancholy news of the insanity of Wm. Telfrey, Esq. translator 
to government, and also of the New Testament, Cingalese. He ‘was violently 
seized on the 22d Dec. This evening attended meeting at the Wesleyan’s place 
of worship, and Mr. M. preached a new-year’s sermon. On Monday Mr. and 
Mrs. R. went to ‘Tillipally to visit our friends at that place. 

Vhursday, 2d Jan. One of the dancing girls, belonging to one of the heathen 
temples, came to our house this morning to give us an exhibition of her activity 
and skillin herart. She was gaily though modestly dressed, had an elegant form 
and fair complexion, in comparison with most of the natives of this part of the 
island. She was accompanied by several persons with fom-toms, (a kind of drum,) 
and other instruments, with which they were accustomed to play while she dan- 
ced, ‘They were influenced wholly by the desire of gain. They told us they had 
received considerable money from some gentlemen before whom she had danced 
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and were quite disappointed, because we would not suffer her to dance in our 
presence. Ihe commencement of the new year gave them an occasion of com. 
ing. Whenthey came up we were busily employed at Malabar, but were inter. 
rupted by the noise of tom-toms, beating. We immediately ordered them to 
cease, and took the opportunity to converse with them on the impropriety of 
their conduct; taught them that industry was a duty enjoined upon all; showed 
them, as well as we were able, the folly and wickedness of serving idols and trust- 
ing in them, and declared unto them Jesus Christ as the only way to heaven, 

The dancing girls are supported in the temples, and it is their employment to 
dance before the idols. The one thatcame here took much pains to exhibit her 
person to the best advantage, but did not speak,a single word, though we asked 
her several waren they were all answered by a man who Was with her, and 
who appeared to be the principal man in the company. 

Friday, January 10. Yesterday and to day received several letters from our 
friends in America, containing much pleasing intelligence. God continues to 
pour out his Spirit on our native country, and to carry on that good work which 
he has graciously begun. The number of those who pray for the peace of Je- 
rusalem is rapidly increasing. It is indeed refreshing to hear good news from 
home. Our friends would surely write oftener, if they knew how much we are 
pleased and profited by the perusal of their letters. We had one from J. Evarts, 
Esq. Charlestown; one from Capt. J. Pearson, N. Port; two from Miss (¢, 
Pearson, do.; one from Br. J. Nichols, Andover; and one from Miss Lydia Rich. 
ards, Plainfield. 

We have now recommenced working at Batticotta; we have been prevented 
from doing much for about two months, during the rainy season. We hope now 
to be able to move out there in about two months. 

Monday, 13th. To day received word from the Manigar of Batticotta that 
the Coolies will not work at the house to morrow, because they have received 
orders from the Brahmin to go and assist in rebuilding a temple, which was de- 
stroyed by fire about six months ago. The temple was before covered with 
ollas, but the Brahmin now says, that the goddess Pattricaller has appeared to 
him in a vision, and ordered the temple to be rebuilt of stone, and covered with 
tiles, instead of ollas; and the poor deluded people believe the Brahmin. 

This morning heard the mournful tidings of the death of W. Telfrey, Esq. of 
Columbo. A mysterious dispensation of divine Providence! if 

Thursday, 16th. Have seen a letter from the Rev. G. Bisset; chaplain to gov- 
ernment, to J. N. Mooyart, Esq. of this place, giving some particulars of tie 
Ceath and burial of Mr. T.: shall extract the account by permission of Mr. M 


Columbo, January 6, 1817. 

“Yesterday we saw the most melancholy sight that ever was presented to the 
members of the Bible Society; the funeral of Mr.W.'lelfrey. His remains were ac- 
companied to the grave by the Governor, Sir Wm.Coke, and near!y all the civil an 
military in Columbo. He is much regretted by all, and the Bible Society cannot 
hope to repair his loss. His disorder was pronounced by Dr. Farrell, to be water 
on his brain, and it has been ascertained, that such was in truth the cause of his 
death; for ther:. was an “xtraordinary quantity of water in his head. He appears 
to have begun in some degree to suffer as early as the Ist of December, but on 
the 22d his head was so much affected, as to render it necessary to bring him into 
the Fort, and place him under the care of Dr. Farrell. He was at first violently 
attacked, but after a few days sunk almost into a state of insensibility. On Sut- 
urday the 4th, he uttered a tew incoherent words in the morning, but about 12 
o’clock he said he ‘‘wanted to go.” The men who were with him asked hin, 
where he wanted to go? and he replied very distinctly twice, ‘‘to heaven! to hea- 
ven.” These were the last words he ever spoke. A little before S P. M. he 
fetched a deep sigh, and expired. The committee yesterday came to a resolu: 
tipn of entering into a subscription to to erect 4 monument to his memory; and 
though very few members were present, about one thousand rix dollars were 
immediately subscribed. I trust that the work of the translation will, however, 
go on without interruption. Mr. Armour, Mr. Chater and Mr. Clough, will su- 
perintend, and the natives, employed under Mr. Telfrey so long, must be well 
accustomed now to the business.” 
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Monday, 20th. Last evening preached for Mr. Lynch. He expects to leave 
this place for Madras, on Wednesday next, to remain several months. We shall 
send a large packet of journals, letters, &c. for America by him to Madras, to be 


forwarded to Calcutta. ‘The Rev. Messrs. Squance and Carver are to remain in 


this district; one of them probably most of the time at Point Pedro, 21 miles from 
Jaffna. Mr. Squance has been unable to preach for a considerable time. He 
has a disease on his lungs, and he has also a very serious attack of the liver com- 
piaint. We have many fears respecting the result of his sicknéss. 
Lynch goes to Madras, they will have but one active missionary on this part of 
the island, while Mr. S. continues sick. It is our united and earnest prayer, that 
he may speedily recover his health. He is a man of talents, acquires the lan- 
guage with great facility, and is a very zealous missienary. We all love and 
spect him. : 

The weather is becoming a little warmer. ‘The thermometer stands at 789 
at noon, in the house. During the months of Nov. Dec. and Jan. the thermom- 
eter stands on an average at about 76° in the house. Jt hag not been lower this 
season than 74°, nor higher than 78°. 
comfortable. “The fiaddy (rice,) fields present a beautiful appearance to the eye; 
the addy having nearly attained its growth. It will be ripe in a few weeks. 

Brother Richards has been gaining health about ten days past, and we hope he 
will soon be able to engage in all the duties of the mission. 
has been said above of Mr. Telfrey, we have since learned, that he had com- 
pieted the Pali translation of the New Testament tothe end of St. Paul’s epistle 
to Philemon, and the Cingalese to the end of the 2d chapter of the epistle to 
Timothy. Mr. Telfrey was also preparing for the press a Pali Grammar and 
Vocabulary; and we think also a Dictionary of the Cingalese. 

Feb. 28, 1817. P.S. Having now an opportunity to send directly to America 
from Bombay, we shall send this to that place, to go by Capt. Haskell, of Bev- 
erly. We sent a copy of this some time ago by the Rev. Mr. Lynch to Ma- 
dras, to be forwarded by him to Calcutta, for America. But as there is some 
uncertainty when that will arrive, ifever, we think it prudent to send this by the 
way of Bombay. 

“Brother Richards we think is slowly recovering his health. The rest of the 
brethren and sisters are well. We have received several more letters from 
America. Dr. Worcester’s, dated May 7, 1816, has been received. 

(Zo be continued.) 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Feb. 2. From the Newark, N. J. Brought forward $20 17 $766 00 


After Mr- 


The weather is now very pleasant and 


In addition to what’ 





Foreign Mission Society, by Aaron, 
Beach, Esq. Treasurer*, $156 50 
The Newark Female do. 93 5U--250 00 
Collections in the western States, by 
the Rev. Elisha P. Swift, in his 
tour tu the seat of the Indian mis- 
sion, e e a 
From the following sources, remit- 
ted by T. Dwight, Esq. an agent 
of the Board, viz. 
Contribution at North Milford, Con. 
by the Rey. Mr. Scranton, 4 67 


516 09 


Contribution at the monthly 


concert for prayer, in the 
first society in Danbury, Con. 
by the Rev. Mr. Andrews, 15 50 


Carried forward $20 17 $766 00 





*This donation ought to have been ac- 
knowledved in our last number, but the letter 
containing the notice of it was aceidentally 
ms laid. 


Vor. XIV, 


The Union Society of young 
ladies in Danbury, by the 


same, - - 9 60 
A friend to missions in Chesh- 
ire, Con. - - 1 00 


A little girl, which she had re- 
ceiyed as reward for com- 
mitling to memory the Gos- 
pelof St. Matthew, = - 25 


A lady of New Haven, _ 5 00 
Mr. J. Little, of Winchester, 
Vir. by Mr. Whiting, 9 50—-44 92 


3. The Religious Charitable Society 
in Hardwick, by Mr. William Cut- 


ler, Treasurer; - - $400 
The Female Cent Society in Rieh- 

mond, Ver. by Mr. Jesse Hawley, 12 00 
Collections in Cancord, by the Rev. 

Ezra Ripley, D. D. - 20 00 
The Female Cent Society in Berk- 

ley, by the Rev. Thomas Andros, 

remitted by Maj. Crane, - 20 00 


Carried forward $896 92 
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Brought forward $896 92 
4. The Religious Charitable Society 
in the county of Worcester, by the 


Rey. Joseph Goffe, Treasurer, 55 00 
6. The Female Cent Society in Wil- 
mington, by Mrs. U. Hitchcock, 14 09 


7. A female friend in Concord, 

N.H. - - 50 
Asa, Elisabeth, and William 

McFarland, saved by abstain- 

ing from sugar, - 1 50—--2 00 
9. The avails cf four collections at the 

monthly concert for prayer in the 

first Presbyterian church of New- 

ark, N. J. by the Rev. Dr. Rich- 


ards, - - - 40 50 
A gentleman in Cayuga, N. Y. in 

2 letter to Mr. S. VT. Arm- 

strong, - - 10 00 


The same, a small balance, 18—-i0 18 
10. The Education and Foreign Mis- 
sion Society of Thetford, Ver. by 

Mr. Simeon Short, Treasurer, 

15. Contribution in the first society 
in Brattleboro’, Ver. on the day of 
annual Thanksgiving, by the Rev. 
Caleb Burge, - - 50 00 

Female Association in Haverhill, by 
Mrs. Sarah Gale, — - 23 25 

Young Ladies’ do. - 5 72 

Gentlemen’s Association in do. 
by Mr. Caleb B. Le Bosquet, 

‘Treasurer, - - 16 86—45 83 
F.K. in the eounty of Worcester, 2 ud 
14. The monthly concert for prayer 

in Keene, N. H. by the Rev. David 

Oliphant, for the .western mis- 

sion, - - 9 62 
An individual in New Marl- 

borough, N. H. - 1 00—-10 62 
14. By the Rev. Ard Hoyt, received 

on bis journey to the seat of the 

Indian mission, the following sums, 

viz. Collection in the Presbyterian 

charch, at Savannah, Geo. 76 50 
Collections in Augusta, Geo. 155 40 
Contribution ata prayer meet- 

ing at Athens, Geo. 15 %—245 15 
18 © An individual in Reading, for the / 

Cherokee mission, - - 50 
23. Feraales in Pelham, N. H. who 

meet weekly for prayer, by the 


Rev. J. H. Church, - - 8 60 
27. Mr. William More and wife in 
Worcester, by the Rev. C. A. 
Goodrich, . - - 4 00 
The Female Benevolent Society of 
Jtricho, Ver. by the Rev. ‘Thomas 
A. Merril, . - . 30 00 
$1,421 09 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL 
RECTED BY THE TRUSTEES 


NARRATIVE OF 
OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 


Marcu, 


THE SCHOOL FUND. 

Feb. 2. From a widow at West- 

field, by ‘I’. Dwight, Esq. 50 
The Heathen School Society 

of Braniord, Con for hea- 

then schools in India, by 

Samuel Piant, Treasurer, 16 75—--17 9; 
3. A missionary box keptin Miss 

Edes’s school in Charlestown, 2 64 
Ladies in Braintree for a child to 

be named Ricwarp Sa.rer 


STORRS, - : . = 00 
4. The Male Association for edu- 

cating heathen children in India, 

in the first parish of Bradford, by 

Mr. Jesse Kimball, Treasurer, 17 (0 


Avails of a charity box kept by a lit- 

tle boy two years old, son of the 

Rev. Daniel A. Clark of South- 

bury, Con. . - - 3 00 
5. A Society for educating heathen 

children in the first parish in 

Rowley, for a chiid to be edu- 

cated iu the family of Mr. New- 

ell, to be named Ezexkiret Ros- 

ERS, in memory of their first 

minister, and the donor of their 

roinisterial lands, by Dea. Joshua 

Jewett, Treasurer, - - 50 00 
10. ‘The Education and Foreign 

Mission Society of Thetford, Ver. 

by Mr. Simeon Short, Treas. 6 70 
Females in Pair Haven, by the Rev. 


Sylvester Holmes, - - 17 2% 
15. Miss Juquith’s school in Ux- 

bridge, the avails of their indus- 

try one hour at each intermis- 

son; for heathen children in the 

West, - - : - 5 00 
15. B. K. in the county of Worces- 

ter, - - . 1 00 


1}. Children in Keene, N. H. by 
the Rev. David Oliphant, 1 38 

Children in a small school in 
New Marlborough, N. H. 1 00——-2 38 

16, Females in Westboro’, for Etr- 
sua Reckwoop, the remainder 
of a semi-annual payment, by 
Miss Hannah Fay, Treasurer, 2 00 

23. Contribution at St. Albans, 
Ver. by Horace Janes, Esq. 

25. A young man in Bennington, 
Ver. by Mr. Hiram Bing- 
ham, - - 

Avaiis of a charity box kept 
by a young man in An- 
dover, - - 


20 00 
1 00 
1 00—--—2 0 


. $156 22 
Total of donations in Feb, $1,577 31. 





MISSIONARY SERVICE DI- 


CONNECTICUT, PRINCIPALLY IN THE YEAR 1817. 


We cheerfully comply with a request of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecti 


cut to publish the following narrative; though the length of the article renders a d 


it unavoidable. 


Friends to the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
CoNnCISENESS has been regarded in the compilation of the following Narrative. 
On this principle, the number of miles travelled; of familjes, schooJs, and sick 
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persons visited; of conferences, councils, church and prayer meetings, and fune- 
vals attended; of hopeful converts admitted to Christian privileges on a profes- 
sion of piety; and of sacramental administrations; with those more minute details 
of missionary duty which every man employed is required to give, in the jgurnal 
of his labors, will be found to have been omitted. The reasons are obvious. 
The insertion of such articles would be repetitious rather than useful. it would 
augment the size of the publication, while it could add little or nothing essential 
to such information as the pious reader will desire. 

Those who affectionately consider this work of the Lord have well known, for 
years, that the missionary vocation is self-denying and laborious. Their convic- 
tion has been complete, that it demands every degree of vigilance and circum- 
spection, of wisdom and persevering fidelity in winning souls. 

It will be seen, that the views of the Trustees have embraced not only such 
destitute sections of our country as are Comparatively near, but such as are far 
distant. Some of the labors here mentioned were, of course, performed the 
preceding year—the journals not having arrived seasonably for a place in the 
jast annual Narrative. 

It will be, furthermore, observed, that the Missionaries employed have been 
men—generally, though not in every instance—holding pastoral charges in the 
midst of the destitute regions. From this circumstance they must unavoidably 
cerive many advantages, not soon attained by others, for a judicious application 
of time and strength to the service of Christ among those that do not enjoy the 
appointed means of salvation. ‘ 

Much experience has fully persuaded the Trustees, that the establishment of 
good ministers in the new settlements, for such portion of their time as the peaple 
of their stated charges can afford them support, conduces most effectually to the 
prosperity of the Christian cause. It has, therefore, been among the objects of 
their plas. to encourage, as far as practicable, the settlement of faithful men in 
the various parts of the missionary field. 

The account now exhibited commences with labors performed in such parts of 
that field as are less distant. 


VERMONT. 

Wonderful and extensive were the operations of divine Grace in that division 
ofour country. Descriptions of them have been published and widely circulated. 
They have awakened gratitude and praise in the hearts of God’s people upon 
earth. Among the angels in heaven there has been joy, for many sinners were 
brought to repentance. 

The Trustees devoutly acknowledge the love and kindness of God, our Savior, 
manifested in causing the exertions of Missionaries there to be instrumental in 
accomplishing the designs of his mercy. ‘Through his gracious smiles, their la~- 
bors were not in vain. He did not leave them to spend their strength for nought. 
Visiting daily, and from house to house, seemed to be rendered peculiarly effi- 
Cacious, 

Their preaching and instruction were employed chiefly in the more mountain- 
ous and central parts—regious which had long been spiritually desolate. The Rev. 
Ammi Nichols, whose stated charge is in Braintree, was more than nine weeks 
in the Missionary service. Much ot his time was passed in places where the 
revivals of religion were experienced. ‘Those revivals made his coming and la- 
bors uncommonly useful and acceptable to the people. Such was théir desti- 
tute condition, and such were then their impressions on the great subject of eter- 
nal life, that nothing on earth could rejoice them more than the presence of one 
who came to bring the good tidings which the Gospel reveals. ; 

For a much longer term the Rey. Justin Parsons was engaged in missionary la- 
bor. He delivered one hundred sermons. His pastoral charge is in Plainfield. 
ie traversed a broader field than Mr. Nichols, though in part comprehending 
‘he same towns. He accordingly beheld the displays and the triumphs of grace 
over a more numerous population. He was joyfully received by the good peo- 
ple; had many expressions of gratitude for his services; and was a happy wit- 
hess of the divine blessing on his exertions. 

Che Rev. John Lawton has a stated charge in Windham. He was employed 
the county of Caledonia. There he found himself in the midst of a vast field 
‘te already for the harvest. Illustrious were the triamphs of grace. Many 
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stout-hearted sinnet's Wwete made to bow under the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit. But, while multitudes of hearts were thus open to the reception of truth 
as itis in Christ, teachers, skilful in the word of life, could not be obtained 
Opiniqns erroneous and dangerous were inculcated with lamentable diligence and 
success. In more than twenty towns of the vicinity, there were no intelligent ang 
able teachers of those doctrines, which make the soul wise unto salvation. [; 
would be impossible for any person, who had not been on the ground, to conceive 
of the pressing calls for a from the people of many towns, who, a year be. 
fore, seemed almost as indifferent to spiritual things as the beasts that perish, 
He states, that about ten months previous to the date of his last communication 
a lecture had been appointed and only ten persons attended. In the same place 
then, the people so crowded the house and thronged the windows, that the 
preacher was unable to retire, for more than an hour after the usual services 
were ended—such numbers with tears were inquiring, ‘“‘What they should do to 
be saved?” Afterall, he felt as though the half could not be told. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

{n New Milford and its vicinity the Rev. Oliver Hill has a pastoral charge, 
A small part of his time was spent in the missionary field. His labors were per. 
formed in the county of Susquehanaah, and in the neighboring county of Broome, 
state of New-York. In the course of five weeks he delivered twenty-five ser- 
mons. He found urgent need of Missionaries in that quarter. The whole county 
of Susquehannah had only two ministers of the Congregational or Presbyterian 
denomination; and those two were almost the only Missionaries who had labored 
in that destitute region. Though professors of religion continued steadfast in the 
faith, yet he had to lament the prevalence of a lukewarm spirit. No remarka- 
ble revivals refreshed and animated the followers of Christ. 

In the counties of Wayne, Bradford, and Susquehannah, and in several coun- 
ties of New-York bordering upon them, the Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, whose 
stated charge is in Harford, travelled and labored twenty-six weeks. While in 
this employment he delivered one hundred and thirty-five sermons. He had 
often previously been over the same ground in the same work. Calls for mission- 
ary labor were more frequent and impressive, and meetings were more solemn 
and full, than in any preceding period of his acquaintance with that country. 
Still, he found no general awakenings in any piace. Individuals, however, were 
hopefully turned to the Lord. Some smali churches were favored with consid- 
erable additions. <A disposition to support religious institutions, and to hear the 
truth, was increasing. He was received with as much kindness as formerly, and 
with more apparent affection. The faithful exertions of Missionaries there had 
been blessed. Numbers regarded those exertions as the means by which a divine 
hand led them to repentance, and enriched them with the hopes and consolations 
of the Gospel. But it was deeply affecting to behold the destitute condition of 
that extensive tract. In the whole county of Wayne there was not one minister 
denominated Congregational or Presbyterian. 


STATE OF NEw-York. 

Among the destitute settlements of Genessee and the Holland Purchase, the 
Rev. Eleazar Fairbanks labored seventeen weeks. His pastoral charge 1s In 
. In several places he beheld very animating tokens of a gracious 
work. A divine blessing seemed to crown his own exertions by making them 
instrumental of gathering souls into the fold of the Great Shepherd. He had 
also occasion, in many instances, to lament the too successful industry with which 

the most destructive delusions were propagated. 
The Rev. Elihu Mason, during the term of sixteen weeks, delivered ninety- 
seven sermons. He had no pastoral charge. He was employed chiefly in the 
northern, eastern, and southern parts of the Holland Purchase. His services 
were extended over a tract of about fifty miles by forty. The settlements there 
had been generally formed within twelve years. Very small is the number Oo 
ministers established in that region—very few the Missionaries that have eve! 
jabored in that field. He found, however, a growing respect for moral and rell- 
gious institutions. He was, in general, kindly received, and in many oo 
with the warmest expressions of gratitude to the Society by whose appointmen 
he was there. Numerous were the places in which there had been recent an 
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reat revivals of religion. Many persons he found yet under the awakening ‘in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit—many deeply solicitous on the subject of salvation. 
In almost every settlement which he visited were numbers who, convinced of their 
sinfulness and ruin, were anxiously inquiring the way of forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation to God, and yet had no ambassador of Christ to guide them. Often did 
the sight of a Missionary draw forth tears of joy, and his instructions were re- 
ceived with great delight. They held meetings regularly for reading on the 
Lord’s day, and conferences were frequent through the week. He was much 
affected as he found, almost every where, a deplorable want of correct ministe- 
rial labors. Miultitudes, especially of the young, whose hearts the revivals had 
prepared for the receptions of true doctrine, were imminently exposed to be led 
astray by the persevering assiduity of false teachers that abounded among them. It 
appeared evident, beyond a reasonable doubt, that, could a number of suitable Mis- 
sionaries be employed in that region, many flourishing churches and societies would 
soon be established. By such means, the strong delusions impressed on the minds 
of the people by heretical instructors, and by corrupting books, that were indus- 
triously circulated, might be effectually counteracted. Many families were des-. 
titute even of the Bible. The sacred volume, and books of every description 
which truly explain and powerfully enforce the doctrines and duties it reveals, 
would be joyfully received. 

Sixteen weeks were devoted to another section of the Holland Purchase by 
the Rev. John F. Bliss. His pastoral charge was in Avon, A rapid increase of 
population had, within a few years, filled many of the towns with inhabitants. As 
in new settlements generally, so in that region, the people—a great proportion of 
them—were far from being wealthy. They were also much—very much—divid- 
ed by sectarian influence. In some of the towns that were filled with inhabitants, 
no churches of the Congregational or Presbyterian denomination had been formed. 
Several were the instances in which he collected and formed into churches the 
professors of religion, who, from various and distant parts of the country, had 
settled in such towns. He was uniformly received with attention and kindness, 
The good people very fervently expressed their thankfulness to him, and to the 
Society by which he wasemployed. ‘Tears of gratitude, as he called from house 
to house, rendered many of the scenes peculiarly tender and interesting. In the 
towns, which he visited, revivals had been numerous and powerful, though not 
as extensive as among the settlements in which Mr. Mason labored, 

On the Niagara frontier—a western border of the Halland Purchase—the Rev. 
David M. Smith was sixteen weeks in missionary service. He had the char 
of a congregation in Lewiston. He was witness to no special revivals of religious 
attention. Social order and morality, however, were progressively improving. 
Much gratitude was expressed for the benevolegce of those who patronize the 
objects of the Missionary Society. While the people rejoiced in having their 
present wants thus remembered by their distant brethren, they hoped to be ex- 
tricated ere long, from their embarrassments; and to be able not only to provide 
for themselves the enjoyment of evangelical privileges, but also to assist in ex- 
tending the same favor to the destitute in other regions. 

The Rev. John Spencer has no pastoral charge. He, therefore, gives himself 
wholly tothis work. ‘The southwesterly parts of the Holland Purchase have 
been the principal field of his labors. Occasionally, the last year, he entered 
Pennsylvania. He delivered three hundred and eighty-one sermons. Ina few 
towns he was the joyful witness of great revivals. Religious appearances were, 
in general, more favorable, than in preceding years. For a long period, he 
has been conversant with those parts of the Purchase. He must be, consequently, 
a competent judge of the progress which morality and religion have made. 
While the precious revivals of the past year were confined to a few towns, hé 
lived and labored in hope, that, in mercy to perishing sinners, the displays of re- 
deeming grace would be yet much further extended and multiplied. 


OuIo. 

That state—the northeastern division particularly—has for fifteen years shared 
largely in missionary attention andlabor. In Euclid the Rev. Thomas Barr had 
a pastoral charge. He was employed eleven weeks in the missionary work, and 
delivered forty-seven sermons. Many towns, during the latter mouths of 1816, 
were favored, as will be readily recollected, with the special influences of the 
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Holy Spirit. He beheld them with the most grateful emotions At the same time 
he found occasion to lament an insensibility tothe concerns of the soul, that was 
awfully prevalent ina great number of places. 

The Rev. Joshua Beer was twenty-one weeks inthis employment. He had the 
pastoral charge of a church and congregation in Springfield. In several places 
he found a pleasing degree of attention to spiritual concerns. Numbers were 
rejoicing in the love of Christ. He thought it could be said in truth, that the cause 
of pure religion was generally, though not rapidly, gaining strength among the 
people whom he visited. 

On the 10th of last June the Rev. Alvan Coe was ordained, an Evangelist, by 
the Grand River Presbytery. At the date of his last communication, he had 
spent about ten weeks, and delivered forty-seven sermons. He devoted himself 
principally to those settlements which have been recently formed beyond the 
Cuyahoga. There were a few instances of hopeful conversion. ‘The population 
was fast increasing, and numbers of pious individuals were among the accessions 
it was acquiring. He was universally received with kindness, and frequently with 
joy. Often, however, he was compelled to bewail the prevalence of Sabbath 
breaking, intemperance, profanity, and many other sins. 

‘Twenty-one weeks were spent by the Rev. Matthew Taylor, and the greater 
part of them in the county of Franklin. The settlements then were quite new, 
The people were few and scattered. Individuals were found coming to Christ. A 
growing regard was manifested for meetings whose object was religious instruc- 
tion and enjoyment. No uacommon revivals appeared in that field. He was not 
connected with any pastoral charge. ° 

The Rev. Amasa Loomis was employed about ten weeks. During that period 
he delivered forty-five sermons, chiefly in the more recent settlements already 
mentioned. He had no pastoral charge. The state of morals was improving. 
The profanation of the Sabbath by hunting, visiting, and servile labor, was be- 
coming considerably less common. He had opportunities of guiding those that 
were anxiously inquiring the way to eternal life. He likewise had painful occa- 
sion to admonish some, who were once convinced of their sinfulness and danger, 
but afterwards relapsed into indifference and hardness of heart. 

Twenty-six wecks the Rev. Giles H. Cow!es was engaged in missionary labor. 
He was happily called to witness a great work of God among the people of his 
.caarge in Austinburg, Morgan, and Rome. As the fruit of that divine work, 
nearly one hundred of the souls, committed to his pastoral care, received the 
Christian hope. Most of the neighboring towns also shared richly in that giori- 
ous effusion of grace. In one settlement, consisting of nine families, 6ixtcen per- 
sons were apparently brought into the kingdom of Christ. At the date of his 
last journals, that revival had, in a great measure, subsided. 

The church and congregation in Harpersfield are the pastoral charge of the 
Rev. Jonathan Lesslie. Thirty-four weeks he labored asa Missionary. The revi- 
vals among his own people, and in many of the neighboring towns, prevented him 
from travelling great distances. Although the extraordinary impressions on 
the minds of the people had, in a considerable degree, ceased, when his last 
journals were dated, yet their happy effects continued to be visible generally 
through the country. ‘he morals of society were greatly improved. ‘The holy 
Sabbath was more respectfully and reverently regarded. Public worship and 
instruction were attended by greater numbers, and with deeper seriousness. ‘The 
use of ardent spirits was become almost unfashionable. Profane language was 
scarcely to be heard. Nevertheless, it was a mournful truth, that numbers, who 
were once seriously impressed, had repelled the divine influence until it seemed 
to have: been entirely taken from them. They had, consequently, returned to 
seek their portion in this world. Sectarian influence was likewise instrumental 
of establishing numbers in the belief of dangerous opinions. The utter igno- 
rance of revealed doctrines, which those revivals disclosed in the minds of many, 
who were the subjects of religious impressions, convinced him more effectually, 
if possible, than ever, of the importance of educating children in the true doc- 
trines of the Gospel. 

The church and congregation in Steubenville are the stated charge of the Rev. 
Abraham Scott. He labored as a Missionary fourteen weeks, and delivered 
sixty-one sermons. He visited the people of several counties—some of them 10 
tlie Connecticut Reserve—one in Pennsylyania—but principally between the Re- 
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serve and the river Ohio. With the latter portions of his field Missionaries have 
been very little conversant, though they were extremely destitute. No remark- 
able changes appeared in the moral conduct and habits of the people. In some 
places, there was evidence of improvement; in others, of degeneracy. Chere 
was a distressing want of salutary instruction. The spiritual means enjoyed 
were deplorably disproportioned to the growing wants of the people. 

In Aurora the Rev. John Seward nad a pastoral charge. He was twenty-eight 
-veeks in missicnary labor. His services were extended nearly to the western 
boundary of the Reserve. Attention to the things of salvation was less manifest, 
generally, than during the season preceding. The special revivals of that former 
period had greatly declined. Their effects, however, remained, and were highly 
advantageous to those favored communities by which they had been mercifully 
experienced. On the whole, it appeared evident, that moral order and the best 
interests of mankind were happily advancing. In public estimation the Societv 
for the promotion of good morais stood on reputable ground. ‘To the treasury 
of the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society , more than five hundred dollars had 
been paid. 

Nineteen weeks were spent, and seventy-eight sermons delivered, by the Rev. 
Luther Humphrey. His pastorai charge was in Burton. He was diligent and 
successful in the formation of Bible classes. To assist children and youth in the 
acquisition of an intimate and correct acquaintance with the holy Scriptures, was 
the pious design of these institutions. He was perfectly persuaded, that a Bible 
class, with this important object in view, might be formed and conducted with 
great usefulness in every settlement, 

The Rev. William Hanford had the charge of a church and congregation in 
Hudson. ‘Twenty-three weeks were the time of his labors, in which he delivered 
one hundred and twenty-seven sermons. He enjoyed the high satisfaction of be- 
holding evidence, that the divine approbation accompanied missionary exertions. 
Settlements, however, there were, in which a very humbling want of religious 
sensibility was manifest. In a considerabie number of places little or no feeling 
appeared, on subjects of everlasting moment. 

About thirty-two weeks were spent, and one hundred and twenty-four ser- 
mons delivered, by the Rev. Simeon Woodruff. His pastoral charge was in 
Tallmadge. In sundry places he found a very encouraging attention to the Ccon- 
cerns of salvation. Missionary labor appeared to be instrumental of great ben- 
efit. While the country was rapidly settling, the people in many towns were 
improving in things worthy of good report. Numerous charitable societies were 
formed, especially by females, and were doing much good. 

In this service the Rev. Caleb Pitkin was employed twenty eight weeks, and 
delivered one hundred and forty-seven sermons. On the 23d of May he was in- 
stalled in the pastoral charge of the church and congregation in Charleston. 


He accounted his labors then most advantageously applied, when his preaching . 


was connected with daily and diligent visiting from house to house. The free 
personal conversation and instruction, of which these familiar interviews afforded 
opportunity, were unquestionably, in his opinion, instrurnental of adding the 
mightiest efficiency to missionary efforts. 

On the 24th of September, the Rev. Joseph Treat was installed in a pastoral 
charge at Sharon. He had extended his travels and labors, the preceding year, 
into Indiana. His primary intention had been to continue in that rising state. 
Imperious circumstances, however, induced him to abandon such ap intention. 
He returned, partly through Kentucky, and through the southern dwisions of 
Ohio. Near the middle of December, he was again on the Connecticut Reserve. 
The regions which he traversed were missionary ground throughout. He labor- 
ed, the whole way, as health permitted and opportunities presented. In twenty- 
five counties of Ohio, which he visited, there were less than forty Presbyterian 
ministers. He found many congregations of people who anxiously wished for 
the privilege of stated pastors, and who were able and willing to provide for 


» their support, a part of the time. In fifty-seven weeks—the term of service em- 


braced in this statement—he delivered two hundred and ninety sermons. 

At Granville, in the more central parts of Ohio, the Rev. Timothy Harris had 
+ pastoral charge. QOnly a very small part of his time could be devoted to mis- 
“onary employment. The country around was exceedingly destitute. He la- 
rored nine weeks, and delivered thirty-six sermons. The people generally were 
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regardless of their obligations to remember and keep holy the Sabbath day, 4 
respect for religious institutions, and a desire to enjoy them statedly, seemeq 
nevertheless, to increase, in proportion to the preaching which could be afforded 
them. A blessing had evidently attended the few missionary labors performed 
in those settlements. 

In Gallipolis—on the southern border of the state—the Rev. William R. Gould 
had a pastoral charge. He labored seventeen weeks—a few of which were spent 
in Virginia. ‘The settlements were, most of them, lamentably destitute of re- 
ligious instruction. He observed serious attention in only a small number of jn- 
stances. By the people at large, little was known, and little was done, on the 
subject of religion. 


INDIANA. 

Sixty-five weeks were spent, and two hundred and sixty-one sermons deliver- 
ed, by the Rev. Nathan B. Derrow. He had no pastoral charge. His excur- 
sions and labors were repeatedly extended into the adjoining territory of Illinois, 
Additions to the population were continual and great, though the country was yet 
thinly settled. Illiterate and enthusiastic preachers were numerous. He was 
much affected and distressed by observine the extreme ignorance that prevaile¢c 
—particularly among the first settlers and their children. In every direction, 
many whole families were to be found without a book of any sort. As might be 
expected, such were unable to read. Books would, of course, be nearly useless 
to them, until they could be induced to emerge from that benighted condition. 
Many belonged to the hunting class, and consequently combined extreme indi- 
gence with extreme ignorance. Instances frequently occurred, in which those to 
whom he presented tracts, desired him to read them—declaring that they could 
not read then for themselves. In a state of intelligence so low and humiliating, 
they were prepared to become an easy prey to the assiduity and address of false 
teachers. But the prospect of improvement was fair and cheering. As the state 
was passing into the regularity and stability of an independent government, the 
people of this rougher class were moving off, and the country was receiving ac- 
cessions of respectable citizens. ‘The inhabitants were growing more sensible of 
their wants, More attentive to preaching, and more earnest in their solicitations 
for missionary aid. The legislature had greatly honored itself by enacting laws 
for the suppression of immorality, and for the encouragement of literature. 
With the most pleasing emotions he anticipated the period, in which that di- 
vision of our Country would become a delightful portion of christendom. By his 
exertions four Bible Societies were formed, three in the state, and one in the 
territory. ( To be continued. ) 


OBITUARY. 


Dip, at Savannah, on the 14th of February, Mr. James HusBarp, a Candi- 
date for the ministry, aged 52. Having been employed by a number of pious 
and charitable ladies, in Boston and the vicinity, to visit a destitute region in the 
state of Virginia as a missionary, he left New England for this purpose in October 
last. Before he arrived at Baitimore, his health appeared to be fast declining, 
and he was advised to embark for Savannah, where he arrived early in Novem- 


ber. Fora time, favorable symptoms appeared; but he soon sunk under a pul- 


monary consumption. Atthe house of a kind and charitable individual he receiv- 
ed every attention, which medical skill, generous hospitality, and Christian sym- 
pathy could afford. Perceiving it to be the will of God that he should not re- 
cover, he generally felt no desire to live. His faith was stedfast; and his only tle 
to the world was an occasional regret, that his ministry and his missionary labors 
should so soon terminate. During the few last days of his life he was in great 
bodily distress; but this he bore submissively, and looked forward with patience 
to the hour of his release. ‘The day before his death, he said it was ‘the most 

ainful and the most happy period of his life;? and just before he expired, he ¢ce- 
clared that ‘he had enjoyed a most happy season,’ and exclaiming, “O what 2 
glorious change,” he bowed his head and fell asleep in Jesus. He was interred 
with marks of respect, and the Rev. Dr. Kollock delivered a very solemn a0 
appropriate address at the funeral. 





